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160 Romans 1. 16. 


I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of 
Chraſt, for it is the power of God 


unto ſalvation to every one that 
believeth. 


171 
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HIS is an age wherein the 

goſpel of our Redeemer meets 

196 with much contempt and oppoſi- 
212 tion. There are many, who have 
229 been brought up in the chriſtian 
belief and worſhip, that begin to be 
weary of Chriſt and his religion; 

B 


[2] 
they are endeavouring to find ble- 
miſhes and defects in this ſacred 
goſpel, and in that bleſſed word of 
God that reveals this grace to us. 
Thoſe of us who believe this goſpel 
from the heart, have need of cou- 
rage to maintain our profeſſion of it. 
Let us therefore meditate this ſa- 
cred text, that each of us may pro- 
nounce boldly the words of this 
great Apoſtle; I am not athamed of 
* the goſpel of Chriſt,” Let us in- 
quire what is this goſpel. It 1s a 
wiſe, holy and gracious conſtitution 
of God for the recovery of ſinful 
man, by ſending his own ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt into the fleſh, to obey his laws 
which man had broken, to make a 
proper atonement for ſin by his 
death, and thus to procure the fa- 
vour of God, and eternal happineſs 


for all that believe and repent, and 
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F receive the offered ſalvation; together 
4 with a promiſe of the holy Spirit 


to work this faith and repentance 
'F in their hearts, to renew their finful 
b nature unto holineſs, to form them 


1 


on earth fit for this happineſs, and to 


bring them to the full poſſeſſion of 
it in heaven, 

This Goſpel is the moſt power- 
ful means, to ſet ſinners free from 
the guilt and puniſhment of ſin, and to 
relieve a diſtreſſed conſcience under 
the ſenſe of divine anger: it gives 
the moſt effectual ſecurity to a be- 
lever againſt the terrors of hell and 
eternal death; for it not only de- 
clares that there is forgivenels with 
God, but it ſhews us the founda- 


tion upon which this forgiveneſs 

ſtands. Now, ſays the believer, I 

not only ſee it proved by divine 

teſtimony that there is pardon of 
B 2 


[4] 
ſin 'to be obtained from God, but 1 
ſee how God may do it with honour: 
I behold the atonement that is made 
by Chriſt Jeſus, his own Son, With. 
out this goſpel I could have no 
juſt ground to hope for heaven; for 
all my beſt righteouſneſſes are im- 
perfect, my faireſt acts of holineſs 
have many defects in them; but 
I behold the perfect righteouſneſs 
of my Saviour that has procured 
it, a life of holineſs without defect, 
and a moſt ſubmiſſive obedience to 
a painful and ſhameful death has been 
the price and purchaſe of it. 

The ſweet and powerful influ. 
ence of the love of Chriſt does moſt 
effectually incline me to hate every 
ſin, and to follow after univerſal ho- 
lineſs: ſhall I build up again the 
things which my Saviour died to 
deſtroy? This would be to make 


ug | 1 | U 9 3 

ur: him ſuffer agonies in vain, and run 
de counter to all the deſigns of his bleed- 
th- ing love, and the voluntary ſacrifice 


no of his ſoul, I have alſo the glori- 
for ous and perfect example of my bleſ- 
im. ſed Lord. Never did virtue and 
neſs religion ſhine ſo bright, and look 
bart 4 ſo amiable, as in his life; and he 
neſs has ſet it before me as my pattern: 
ired II feel the attractive and divine pow- 
fekt, er of it. Where my Lord leads, I 


eto muſt follow; for I would fain be 
like him. He draws me by his 
= example, and he draws me too by 
his heavenly promiſes. He ſpreads 
the glories and the joys of heaven 
before me, to allure my hope; E 
ſee thole ſacred glories, I long af- 
ter the poſleſhon of theſe unfading 
Joys, and I muſt and will keep the 
N path that leads to paradiſe, that 
where my Lord is I may be allo. 


2 


— — —äꝶö2ñũ — — 


[6] 
The rules and precepts of holineſs 
which my Lord has taught me are 
more pure, more clean, more per- 
feft, more divine, and godlike than 
even any other ſcheme of rules and 
duties was; and the joyful and 
dreadful motives given me to preſs 
after this holineſs are infinitely be- 
yond all the motives that any doc- 
trine or religion has propoſed, Bleſ- 
ſed be God that I ever learnt theſe 
holy rules, that I ever felt the power 
of theſe divine motives, and am 


become a lover of holineſs. Thus 


the goſpel] prepares the faint for 
heaven, and fits every power of his 
ſoul for the buſineſs and bleſſedneſs 
of thoſe happy regions. Once, ſays 
he, I had no delight in ſpiritual 
things; but now I taſte them with 


delight, and I rejoice in the hopes 


of a ſweeter and more complete 


Sas 


taſte of them on high. Once I 
had no love to God, no delight in 
him, no deſire after him; now. he 
is the object of my warmeſt love, 
3 and of my ſweeteſt meditations. 
1 Heaven itſelf, as deſcribed in the 
word of God, was not pleaſant to 
me. What! the everlaſting con- 


tinuance of a ſabbath? Perpetual 
employment of worſhip and ſervice 
to be done for God everlaſtingly! 
Theſe are things that were not a- 
greeable to carnal nature; but, by 
the influence of this goſpel of Chriſt, 
my heart is new moulded, and I 
delight in the fore-thoughts of ſuch 
a heaven as the goſpel deſcribes. 
Now I can venture to die; for my 
ſpirit ſhall be received to dwell with 
my Saviour among the ſpirits of the 
juſt that are made perfect. Theſe 
feeble and withering limbs of mine, 
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84 
I can cheerfully commit to the duſt 
and the grave; for the great trum- 
pet muſt ſound, the dead muſt ariſe, 
my Redeemer will call my fleſh 
from its dark priſon; I ſhall ariſe 
to meet the Lord in the air, and 
dwell with him for ever in un- 
known worlds of bleſſedneſs. 

How unreaſonable then, O my 
ſoul, are all the reproaches that are 
caſt upon this goſpel! A goſpel 
that ſaves mankind from miſery, fin 
and eternal death! A goſpel that 
teaches men how to appear before a 
holy and terrible God with com- 
fort, though their ſins are many, 
and their righteouſneſs imperfect! 
and all this upon ſuch ſolid ground 
as juſtifies its higheſt promiſes and 


propoſals to the reaſon. of men! It 


is a goſpel that changes our ſinful 
natures into holineſs, and reforms 
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our hearts as well as our lives. A goſ- 
3 pel that, aided by divine power, 


* 0 
creates ſouls a-new, and raiſes dead 
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ſinners to life! A goſpel that fo 


diſturbs the kingdom of Satan, as 


to take thouſands of ſlaves and cap- 
tives out of his domimions, to tranſ- 


fer them into the glorious kingdom 
of Chriſt, and make them cheerful 
and willing ſubjetts! A goſpel that 
gloriouſly fulfils the firſt promiſe, 
and makes it appear, that the ſeed 
of the woman hath broken the ſer- 
pent's head, and deſtroyed the works 
of the devil. We have never ſeen, 
we have never known, we have never 
learned this goſpel aright, if we have 
not felt it to be the power of God 
unto ſalvation. Let us never be 
alhamed of any of the doctrines, pre- 
cepts or promiſes of this goſpel ; for 
they are all holy and heavenly; all 
26 


[ 10 ] 
of them have divine power accom- 
panying them to lead ſouls to ſal- 
vation, Hence let us learn the true 
method of obtaining chriſtian cou- 
rage, to profeſs the goſpel of Chriſt 
againſt all oppoſition: it is by getting 
it wrought into our hearts and lives 
by chriſtian experience, and not by 
learning a mere form of words, in a 
road of education and catechiſm, 
Hours of temptation may come, when 
all the arguments that are treaſured up 
in our memory, will hardly be able 
to keep our faith and hope firm and 
ſtedfaſt, if this goſpel is not wrought 
into our hearts with power, if we 
have not felt it to be the power of 
God unto ſalvation, That the goſ- 
pel is the power of God to falva- 
tion is an argument of wide ex- 
tent; for it belongs to the wiſe and 
to the unwiſe, to the weak and to 


[ 11 ] 


the ſtrong; it anſwers every objec- 
tion that an Infidel can bring either 
from the dottrine or profeſſion of 


mis goſpel. Let us be furniſhed 


with this glorious argument, and 
learn to manage it well for the de- 
fence of our faith. 

Do they tell us that the doctrines 
of the goſpel contain myſteries in 
them, and things that are unſearcha- 
ble? Do they endeavour to put us 
out of countenance by ridiculing 
the truths of Chriſtianity, as being 
contrary to the common opinions and 
reaſoning of men? We may give 
this ſhort reply to them, and ſay, 
I am ſure they are not contrary to_ 
reaſon; for they are divine, They 
are not incredible, nor do they want 
ſufhcient evidence; for God him- 
ſelf, by his own ſpirit, has borne. 
witneſs to them in my heart; he 


[ 12 ] 
has wrought an almighty work there 
by the means of his goſpel: he has 
created me a-new unto faith, and 
hope, and holineſs: he has turned 
my heart from earth to heaven, and 
ſubdued the ſinful inclinations of 
my nature by the precepts, by the 
promiſes, by the glorious diſcove- 
ries of the goſpel: he has made uſe 
of it to ſave my ſoul, and I carry a- 
bout with me an uncontroulable 
proof that it came from heaven. 
Do they tell us of many that are 
called Chriſtians, whoſe lives are 
vicious? © Surely they never knew 
this goſpel in truth; they are but 
falſe” profeſſors of it. There are 
thouſands that can bear this witneſs 
to the goſpel, that it has changed 
their hearts: it has renewed their 
nature; it has made them hate every 
vice, and their lives ſhine amongſt 


this goſpel, I let go my hold of Chriſt, 
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[ 13 ] 
men glorious in holineſs, and re- 
ſembling God himſelf. And though 
a thouſand ſhould forſake this goſ- 
pel and become apoſtates, yet I can 
never part with it, while J feel the 
bleſſed effetts abiding upon my 
heart; and I truſt, through the grace 
\of God they ſhall abide for ever. 
hat ſtrong engagements, O my 
But art thou under to maintain 
the profeſſion of this goſpel? How 
can 1 be aſhamed of my hope, my 
portion, my everlaſting all? Shall 
I be aſhamed of that goſpel upon 
which my ſalvation is founded, and 
my beſt and higheſt intereſt, even my 
expectations of endleſs felicity? If 
J let go this faith, if I loſe-my hold of 


of God, and his loye; I let go my 
hold of heaven and all my happineſs; 
my fins all return upon me with their 


unſufferable load of guilt and an- 
guiſh of conſcience, if I loſe my 
faith in this goſpel; for all my hope 
of pardon is built upon this foun- 
dation: heaven, with all the joys 
of it, vaniſh from my ſoul, it I 
part with this glorious goſpel of 
Chriſt, and death and hell face me 
with all their terrors. 


A HYMN. 


Tris is the word of truth and love 
Sent to the nations from above; 
chovah here reſolves to ſhew 
hat his almighty grace can do. 


II 


This remedy did wiſdom find 

To heal diſeaſes of the mind ; 

This ſovereign balm whoſe virtues can 
Reſtore the ruined creature, man. 


III, 


The goſpel bids the dead revive; 
Sinners obey the voice and live: 


[1] 
Dry bones are raiſed and cloathed a- 


freſh, 
And hearts of ſtone are turned to fleſh. 


I'V. 


Where Satan reigned in ſhade of 
night, 

The goſpel ſtrikes a heavenly light; 

Our luſts its wondrous power con— 
trouls, 

And calms the rage of angry ſouls. 


V. 


Lions and beaſts of ſavage name 

Put on the nature of the lamb, 

While the wide world eſteem it ſtrange, 
Gaze and admire, and hate the change. 


[16] 


On the inward Witneſs to 
Chriſtianity, 


1 John xv. 10. 


He that believeth in the Son of God 
hath the witneſs in Ae. 


YES, O my ſoul, however ſome 
may ridicule this inward witneſs to 
chriſtianity, it is a glorious reality, 
and belongs to every ſincere chriſtian, 
He that believeth in the Son of God 
hath the witneſs in himſelt; for he 
hath within him the thing teſtified; he 
hath eternal life in himſelf; this 
hte is already begun, and it ſhall be 
carried on and fulfilled in the days 
of eternity. Happineſs and hol1- 
neſs are the principal ingredients of 
eternal life, and they are in ſome 
good meaſure found with every ſoul 


| that believes in Chriſt. A chriſtian, 


bs (17 ] 
Ino has well ſtudied the doctrines and 
Troofs of chriſtianity, can give ſuffi- 


25 : ient reaſons for 'the truth of them, 
Ile finds what is ſufficiently ſatisfac- 
tory, to confirm his belief in the out- 

Cod ward teſtimonies, in the miracley 

[wrought in the world, and the pro- 
1 phecies fulfilled. I have, ſays he, in 

YE my underſtanding many arguments 

"P 1 and evidences of the truth of the goſ- 

55 pel; and my reaſon is convinced, that 

m. {Fitis a divine religion: but there is a 

od miracle wrought in my heart, that 

he 1 ie of more efficacy than this, and 
he . is to me a more convincing proof 

"” © of the goſpel of Chriſt; eternal life 

” is begun in me. I find my con- 

13 ſcience, that was diſturbed with the 

f- guilt of fin, eſtabliſhed in peace, 
f upon ſolid hopes of pardon. I have 
4 an intereſt in the love of God, and 


lively ſenſations of that love; I 
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[18 ] | 
have a hatred of all ſin; I live a- F 
bove the world, and have a holy 

x contempt of the trifles, buſineſſes, 
and cares of this life; I delight in 
the company of him that dwells in 
heaven; I find in my ſoul that L 
love thoſe that are like him; I 
walk as ſeeing him who is inviſi— 
ble; I have a zeal for his glory, 
and with attive diligence I am em- 
ployed for the honour of his name- 
in the world. Theſe things I find 
wrought in me by the goſpel of 
Chriſt; the diſcoveries of the na- 
ture and works of God, by his goſ- 
pel, have filled my ſoul with holy 
wonder, and bowed my ſpirit down 
to adore him: the revelations of 
his amazing condeſcenſion and love 
have raiſed my heart to love him; 
the examples of ſuperlative - piety I 
meet with in the goſpel have ex- 


5 [ 19 ] 
a holy =: kited my holy imitations; and the 
neſſes, es propoſed here are ſo awful 
ght in Wand ſo alluring, that all my powers 
ells in 3 


live * F 15 


that I H gaged to conſtrain my obedience to 
m; I the excellent and divine precepts of 
inviſi. this religion. 1 feel that I am quite 
glory, IF altered from what I once was; I 
em. am a new creature, and the change 
name is divine and heavenly. There is 
find # ſomething within me bears witnels, 
| of | that my religion is from God. 
na- Though I am not able (may the 
vol. chriſtian ſay) to ſolve all the difficul- 
oly ties in the Bible, nor maintain the 
wn fſacred authority of it againſt the ca- 
of = vils of wit and learning, yet I am 
ve well aſſured, that the dottrines of 
n; this book are ſacred and divine; 
1 for when I heard and received them, 
15 they changed my nature, they ſub- 


dued my ſinful appetites, and raiſed 


// r 
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me from death to life; they made me 
love God above all things, and gave 
me a well grounded hope of his love: 
therefore I cannot doubt but that the 
chief principles of this book are hea- 
venly and divine, though I cannot ſo 
well prove that the very words and ſyl- 
lables of it are ſo too; for it is the 
ſenſe of ſcripture, and not the mere let- 
ters of it, on which I build my hope. 
O what unknown millions of ar- 
guments would ſupport and adorn 
the doctrine of Chriſt, if every pro- 
feſſor of it had this inward teſtimony 
working powerfully in the foul, and 
breaking forth in the life! How et- 
fectually would it ſilence the moſt 
impudent objettors! 
Is it not time now to take a ſur- 
vey of ourſelves, to look back upon 
our lives, and aſk what teſtimonies 


we have given to the glory of this 


[21] 
3 . zoſpel, and the truth of the religion 
* of Jeſus? Have we not ſometimes 
3 deen rather ſcandals to Chriſtianity ? 
3 ave not our practices been blots 
Inſtead of evidences, and diſcou- 
4 Fagements inſtead of allurements? 
| his will be an awakening thought, 
nd painful to conſcience in the 
review. Have we ourſelves this 
V witneſs of our chriſtianity ? 
Have we eternal life wrought in our 
1 hearts? Have we derived peace of 
| Eonſcience, and any hope of pardon- 
Ws grace, by truſting in the Son of 
0 od? Have we found any ſatiſ- 
ion of ſoul in drawing near to 

god by Jeſus the Mediator? Do 
v Fe find a ſincere love to God kind- 
F in our fouls by the hope of his 
ſpecial favour? Is there any thing 
the holineſs and happineſs of the 
zavenly ſtate begun in us? Have 


[ 2e ] 


we an averſion to all ſin in ſome 


degree anſwerable to what the ſaints 
and angels have in heaven?/ Have 
we a holy contempt of this world? 
Do we live above it, as thoſe who 
are within ſight of eternal bleſ- 
ſedneſs? Do we look down upon 


the tempting vanities of this life 
with a ſacred diſdain, ſomething . 
like thoſe who dwell on high in the 
full poſſeſſion of life eternal? Is 
there any ſimilitude between our . 
life and theirs, between our hearts WM 
and theirs? Do we delight in the 3 | 
worſhip of God? Is his preſence 1 


our joy? Is his enjoyment the ob- 


ject of our deſires? Are we zeal- 8 
ous for his ſervice? Are our aims 


ſet for his glory? Are we attive 
in the diſcharge of the duties that 


he hath appointed us, and the ſe- 
veral provinces of ſervice that he has Mt: 


aints 


Tave 
Ir1d ? 
who 
blel- 


upon 


the 
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b ( 23 ] 

ned us to be engaged in in this 
world? How ſtand our hearts aft- 
&cicd towards our fellow creatures ? 
. we love our neighbour, by 


aling with him as we deſire he 


Mould deal with us? Can we for- 
Five our enemies? Do we rejoice 


n the welfare of others without en- 
Fo. Sv, and take delight in the holinels 
3 nd peace of our fellow creatures, 
Ind give the poor and mean follow- 
es of Chriit a large ſhare in our 
Pearts and kindeſt affettions ?7 If 
His be the character and temper of 

Fur ſpirits, and this the conduct of 
gur lives, then eternal life is begun 
| k us; then may we ſay to our ſouls, 
Wis is the record that God hath 
3 ven concerning his ſon, that there 
eternal life in him; and we are 
4 ure we build our hopes on a ſo— 
4 id foundation, for this life is al- 


eady begun in our hearts, and the 


> ———̃ 


[ 24 ] | 
ſpirit of God, who has begun this 
work, will carry 1t on, and make 
it perfe& in the days of eternity, 
Amen, 


| A HYMN. 1 
W1TNESsS, ye ſaints, that Chriſt is 
true; 1 
Tell how his name imparts Hole: 
The life of grace and glory too: | Wm 
Ye have it in your hearts. =. 
Vent 
11. . 
The heavenly building is begun, 1 ald 
When ye receive the Lord; ſenſe 
His hands ſhall lay tlie crowning ſtone, T. 
And well perform his word. 
111. $ 
"EM ſouls are formed by Wiſdom's| 
rules, 2 


Your joys and graces ſhine; 3 
You need no learning of the ſchools, 
To prove your faith divine. q 


IV, 
Let Heathens ſcoff, and Jews oppoſe, 
Let Satan's bolts be hurl 3 
There's ſomething wrought within f 
you ſhews 


That Jeſus ſaves the world, 
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For ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Chriſt in God. 


DEATH and life are words of a 
Z olemn and important ſound, and well 
calculated to awaken mankind to at- 
Mention, All in ſcripture language are 
aid to be dead, but in very different 
ſenſes. 
ſtone, Thoſe who are in a ſtate of na- 
ure, under the power of fin, un- 
ardoned and unſanctified, are dead 
(dom s $2 treſpaſſes and ſins. Thoſe who 
e recovered from the fall, and 
chools Wrought into a ſtate of grace by the 
opel, are ſaid to be dead alſo; dead 
*D ſin, and dead to the world: but 
oppoſe, 3 ey have a new life, and that of 
different kind; ſuch as is men- 
oned in the text. Let this hid- 
C 


7 
0 . * 
1ſt 15 4 


within 


[26] 
den life be the matter of my me- 
ditations, and let me inquire into 
its nature, It is that whereby a 
man becomes a new creature, a 
cliriſtian indeed; his ſpiritual life 


wherein he is devoted to God, and | 3 


lives to the purpoſes of heaven and 


eternity. The ſcripture calls this [ 


life eternal; for, the life of grace 


ſurvives the grave, and 1s tulfilled in * 
heaven. It is a life of faith, holineſs | / 

and peace; a life of faith, or depend 
ence upon God for all we want; 2 
life of holineſs, rendering back again FR 


to God, in a way of honour and ſer- h. 
vice, whatſoever we receive from him RV 


in a way of mercy; and a life of peace 4 
in the comfortable ſenſe of the favour 
of God, and our acceptance with him 


through Jeſus Chriſt. 


ritual life is ſaid to be hidden. 


Let me inquire wherein the ſpi- Wriſin 


e fel 


=... 
*Y ＋ 
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me- The afts and exerciſes of it are ſa- 
into ered and unknown to the world. The 
y a Faint is much engaged in the impor- 
a tant and hidden concerns of his life, 
life and his converſe is with God and 
and | Chriſt, who dwell in the world of 
and inviſibles. Who knows the ſecret 
this | tranſactions between God and the ſoul 
race | of a chriſtian, when he firſt entered 


d in | into covenant with God, through 
neſ | Chriſt the Mediator, and began this 
end- } appy life? Who can tell the inward 
tz a 43 orkings of his ſpirit towards Jeſus 


Chriſt his Lord in the firſt efforts of 
his faith, and embraces of his Saviour ? 
* ho was acquainted with the ſecret 
eace ; orrow of his ſoul, when he was firſt 
vour et a mourning for his fins, and 
him P humbled himſelf in bitterneſs before 
I God? or who can expreſs the ſur- 
priſing delight, and ſecret ſatisfaction 
e felt at heart, when God communi. 
C2 


ſpi- 


: [28] 
cated to him the firſt lively hope of 
forgiveneſs and divine ſalvation? O God; 
the unknown joys of ſuch an hour, and f 
which ſome chriſtians have experienc- ſence 
ed, when a divine beam of light ſhone Ind h 
into their ſouls, and revealed Jeſus tion 
Chriſt within them; when they ſaw his f ght 


all- ſufficiency of righteouſneſs — dy ch. 
grace, to anſwer their infinite ne. RF. his 
ceſſities, and when they durſt believe + 26 
in him as their Saviour! | ; ot u 

While the world is following afl. ame | 


ter idols and vanity, the chriſtian, in 
his ſecret chamber, breathes after his) do 
God and his Redeemer, and gives al 4 k hes 
looſe to his warmeſt affections, in te Th 
purſuit of his almighty friend. 1 

While the men of this world are © 
vexing their ſpirits, and fretting unde! a ad t 
preſent difappointments, he dwells in cure 
a loneſome corner, mourning over hi: | | Is it 
ſins and follies. With what humble Han 1; 


ne- 


and 
? 
«| 
lieve | 
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fear does he mention the name of 
Cod? With what deep ſelf-abaſement 
Ind inward adoration? At the pre- 
ence of ſin how is his anger ſtirred, 
and his holy watchfulneſs when temp- 
Stions appear? How does he labour, 
Sght and ſtrive, leſt he be overcome 
y the ſecret enemies of his ſoul? and 
a: his bitterneſs of heart is unknown to 
the world, ſo a ſtranger intermeddleth 


got with his joy. He feeds on the 


g af. 


n, in 
er his 


no 


ves ap 


in the 


ame proviſion which his Saviour did 
In earth; for it is his meat and drink 
p do the will of his father who is 
heaven. 


The word of God is the chief in- 


v8 


=Wrument whereby this divine life is 


unde 


ells in 


yer his 


umble 4 an life is hidden and unſeen? Yet 


Wrought and ſupported in the ſoul; 
d this word hidden in the heart, 
cures the heart from ſin. 

Is it thus, O my ſoul, that the chriſ- 


C3 
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may it never be ſo ſecret as to be d 
unknown to myſelf. O what a poor Pen 
life, to go from year to year, and ſtill wer 
complain, I know not whether I am Pout 
alive or not? Surely if my own name F® dc 
were written in heaven, I ſhould uſe| Noget 
my utmoſt endeavours to read the | q et, 


inſcription myſelf, though it may be 
a ſecret to the reſt of mankind. Then hat 
my God ſhall have the honour of this Cod 
pardoning love, and then my ſoul}? The { 
ſhall enjoy the conſolation. An af pale 
though it be a hidden life, O my ſoul, 9 - 
be ſolicitous that the world may ſee with 
the bleſſed effects of it, holding forth choſe 
the word of life, and as far as poſſi-. Ser I 
ble, even by the beſt works to diſco-B Ion 
ver inward religion. Wis 0! 

Is the chriſtian life a hidden life, Ar 
and am I content with the outward! God 
forms of religion? Have I no daily 
ſecret exerciſes of ſoul in retirement} 


te « 
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Y d converſe with God? No time 
Sent with my own heart? Am I ne- 
Aill C er buſied in ſome hidden corner a- 
Bout the affairs of eternity? Nothing 
F o do with God alone in a whole day 


o be 
poor 


am 
lame 


| uſe? 


Wogether? Surely this can never be 
che life of a chriſtian, 


* The men of this world may wonder 
Then hat the chriſtian can have to ſay to 
this Cod in ſo many retiring hours; but 
ſoul if the ſaint in a lively frame, thinks all 


Andi ide enough to tranſact affairs of ſuch 
u I awful importance, as he has to do 
V ſee with God; and little enough to enjoy 
0 J E thoſe ſoeret pleaſures, which the ſtran- 
,ofli.i ger is unacquainted with. Alas! they 
leo. I know not, that the life of a chriſtian 

is on high; they know nothing of 
life our earneſt inquiries after an abſent 


God, and a hidden Saviour, 


ward 

4 May J never forget that the ſecret 
daily £4 81 

"Os lite of a chriſtian grows much in the 


8 4 


——— moron nc —— r 
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clofet; and that I have often found, by 
melancholy experience, that if the ſe. 
cret chamber is abandoned, the ſpirit- 
ual life will decay. May I be afraid 
of every thing that grieves the bleſſed | 


ſpirit of Chriſt, who is the principal . 


of this life, and may provoke him to 
retire. Be ever watchful and jealous | 
of every thing that would call my 
thoughts outward, and keep them too 


long abroad. Chriſtians ſhould hve 2 
much at home, for theirs is a hidden: 


lite. 

How glorious, O my ſoul, 1s the 4 
difference between the ſpiritual lite of 3 
the chriſtian on earth, and the perfec- 
tion of eternal life in heaven, when 
faith ſhall be turned into fight, and 
hope into enjoyment? patience into 
Joy and victory, and love into its own 
perfection? Then all the hidden vir- 
tues and graces of the ſaints ſhall ap- 


N "Ip 
_— 
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by pear like the ſtars at midnight in an 
ſe. anclouded ſky. Then ſhall it be 
_ made known to all the world, that 
raid theſe were the men that wept and 
fled | prayed in ſecret; who wreſtled hard 
ipal with their ſecret ſins; that ſought the 
. 855 i of God and his ſtrength in their 
lous ſecret chambers, and they are made 
= I nore than conquerors, through him 
mo | that loved them. The poor trem- 
wal | Þling chriſtian, who lived this hidden 
en 


| 3 ite, but ſcarce knew it himſelf, ſhall 


hen lift up his head and rejoice; and 
the the hidden ſeed, that was watered with 


e of ſo many ſecret tears, ſhall ſpring up 


ec into a rich and illuſtrious harveſt. 


hen Erhis is the day which ſhall bring to 
and 3 ight a thouſand works of hidden piety, 
9 for the eternal honour of Chriſt and 
wn mis ſaints. And with what aſtoniſh- 
vir- 1 ment ſhall the chriſtian behold thoſe 


« 1 divine honours which Jeſus, the judge, 
| c 5 
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mall caſt upon his poor ſecret ſervices 
and ſuffering? And was this the 
crown, ſhall he ſay, for which I fought 
on earth at ſo poor and feeble a rate? 
This the prize for which I ran with a 


pace ſo flow and lazy? Were theſe, 


the glories which I ſought with ſo 


cold and indifferent a zeal in yonder | 7 
O ſhameful indifference! | 
O undeſerved 
Had 1 imagined |? 


world ? 
O ſurpriſing glories! 
prize and crown! 
how bright the bleſſing was, which lay 


hidden in the promiſe, ſurely all my f 


powers would have been animated to a 
warmer purſuit. 
what I ought to have believed; had I 


but taken in all that was told me con- : 


cerning this glorious and eternal life, 
ſurely I ſhould have ventured through 
many deaths to ſecure the poſſeſſion of 
it. Oguilty negligence! O criminal 


unbelief! But thy ſovereign mercy, | 


Could I have ſeen 


"RN 
* L * 
* 


0 

nac 
tan, 
eve 
flov 


vices 
the 
ught 
ate? 
ith a 


theſe | 8 


1 ſo 


nder 
nce! His hopes are fixed above the ſky, 
rved 
ined 


1 lay 
my 
tO a 


* 
hs - 41 
* 
* 
a , "1 


0 my God, has pardoned both, and 
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made me poſſeſſor of the fair inheri- 
| tance. Behold, I bow at thy feet for 


* 
” 
: 


* 
b 


j 


Io form a lite, whole holy ſprings 


ever, and adore the riches of over- 
flowing grace. Amen. 


A HYMN, 


O np ſoul, that lives on high, 


While men lie groveling here; 


And faith forbids his fear. 


11. 
His conſcience knows no ſecret ſtings, 
While grace and joy combine 


Are hidden and divine. 
LEE 


He waits in ſecret on his God; 


His God in ſecret ſees: 


a Let earth be all in arms abroad, 


He dwells in heavenly peace. 
IV. 


His pleaſures riſe from things unſeen, 


Beyond this world and time, 
Where neither eyes nor ears have been, 
Nor thoughts of mortal climb. 


36-40 


v. 
He looks to heaven's eternal hills, 
To meet that glorious day; 
| Dear Lord, how flow thy chariot 
wheels! 


How long 1s thy delay ! 


On the right Improvement of 
Life. 


1 Cor. ili. 22. 


Whether life or death, all are yours, 


IT is alarge and fair inheritance that 
belongs to the children of God, they 
have no need to divide themſelves 
into little parties, and to quarrel about 
their intereſt in one miniſter or ano- 
ther, in one bleſſing or another, for 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas; 
whether life or death, all things are 
theirs, I would now confine my me- 
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; ations to the benefit for which life 
is deſigned to the chriſtian, 

> Life is ours, for it is the time given 

Br reconciliation to God, and ſecur- 

ing our everlaſting intereſt, We all 

Jad our converſation in times paſt, in 


| he luſts of our fleſh; and were by na- 
| 
5 


10t 


ure children of wrath, even as others. 

ow this lite 1s the time given us to 
: p eek deliverance from the wrath to 
rome, and to fly to the hope ſet before 
us. We are defiled and guilty crea- 


2 tures; this is the hour of cleanſing, 
lat ; While the fountain of the blood of 
ey Jeſus ſtands open to waſh us from ſin 
es 3 and uncleanneſs—We are by nature 
ut Mutterly unfit for heaven and all the 
o- orks and joys of it. Now is the time 


or . to acquire a meetneſs for the inheri- 

s; Wance in light through the ſanctifying 
influence of the bleſſed Spirit. | 

O what infinite advantage has it 


rk. 
22 
3 
. 


re 


384 
been to chriſtians, that they have en. 
joyed this golden hour of grace, and 
improved it well! What had become Meal 
of me, O my ſoul, if I had been arreſt. Dat 
ed ſome years ago by the meſſenger of! hat 
Death, and hurried away into eternity hn 
Where would have been my portion, ploy: 
had I been ſent down to the grave, in ed o 
the midſt of my ſins, before I was a- call 
wakened or convinced of my folly Lore 
and danger? before I had felt inwarl Hk no- 
religion, or had been acquainted with vine 
Jeſus, that bought and beſtows for: I ſpair 
giveneſs? What infinite honours are Hand 
due to the patience and long ſuffering Chr. 
of my God, and to the mercy and me- at tl 
diation of Jeſus my Saviour. Glory : for 1 
be to divine Patience for life prolong- K and 
ed, and (O may I not hope) a ſinner 


ſaved! 
Life is ours, as it is our opportunity 


of doing much ſervice for Chriſt, and 


geen 


& influ 
and 
that 
1s tl 


e en. 
„ and 
come 
rreſt. 
er of 
nity! 


tion, 


e, in 
as a- 
folly} 
ward 
with! 

for- 
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b anifeſting our gratitude for his re- 
eeming love. Here on earth we may 


Peak of the wonders of his grace, 
4 at has ſaved us, and publiſh his love 
hat is unſpeakable. Here our lips 


nd tongues may be delightfully em- 


ployed in declaring what we have taſt- 


| 


Lord is good. Here we may make it 


d of the bleſſings of the goſpel, and 
call others to taſte and ſee that the 


known, for the ſupport of poor con- 


vinced ſinners that are ready to de- 


Tſpair, what heights, lengths, breadths 


'S are .d depths, there are in the love of 


ering BY Chriſt; for it reached our ſouls even 


| me- 

lory i 
ong- 
nner 


nity | 


and 


at the borders of hell. It rifes high, 
I it has lifted our hopes to heaven, 


g and it ſtretches its ſweet and ſovereign 
influence beyond the length of time, 
and provides for our life a happineſs 
that ſhall meaſure out eternity. This 
is the proper work of the living ſaint, 


A «a 8 — 2 
. * . — 
— — —-᷑ 


The days and years of life ſhould be | 


and pitiful thing, only to be old in 


: 
TI 


L 49 ] 
to make known to ſinners the grace of 
falvation. 


Life 1s ours, for it allows many a 
proper ſeaſon for giving examples of 
holineſs to mankind; herein we be- 
come followers and imitators of the 
bleſſed Jeſus: he is the firſt pattern, 
the moſt glorious example: by this . 
means we pay great and juſt honours 
to the bleſſed goſpel. 3 

Life is ours, for it gives opportuni- 
ty for abounding in good works to the 
benefit of mankind ; every day opens 
ſome new ſcenes, wherein we may be 
ſerviceable to our neighbours, our re- 
latives and fellow creatures; and ſo | 
making the world the better for us.— 


numbered by the multitude of good 
works, as much as by the revolutions 
of the ſun and moon. O it is a mean 
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me, and not in duties to God, or 


had encfits to men! 
I How many, alas! are mere cumber- 
Fo s of the ground! ſuch ſhould never 
"a wretend to the name of chriſtian, 
. Remember, O my ſoul, it was thy 
wa Pleſſed Lord's character, that he went 
oh 4 bout doing good! O may our Savi- 
pur be our pattern, and let us be fol- 
Wy Mowers of the holy Jeſus. Alas! what 
noble pattern! What flow and diſ- 

ee ant followers! 

_ Life is ours, for it affords means for 
rg I brightening our evidences for heaven, 
+2 Improving our preparations for glory, 
EY Surely we are not willing to depart 
As 4 from this world, till we have good 
hope of a better ſtate, and comfortable 
| be Wexpcfation that it ſhall be well with us 
pos tor ever, Does God prolong our 
"us days on earth? Let us ſee then, 


that the principles of piety and good- 


2 * 
— —— — — 
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neſs be well rooted in our hearts; and 
that our graces grow up under the in. 
fluences of heaven. See that they but 
and bloſſom with fair flowers, to the 
honour of our profeſſion, and to the joy 
of our own conſciences.—Let us ſhine Fates 
brighter in holineſs every day of ou mat ! 
mortal life, and bring forth fruits meet he d 
for life everlaſting, that we may|Wund: 
know and be aſſured, that the ſeech 
of glory are ſown within us; ſuch di- | 
vine ſeeds as will bear a rich and 
bleſſed harveſt in the great day. —Lei 
it be faid concerning me, O my ſoul, I 
that I ſenſibly approach nearer to hea- | b 
ven every month of my continuance 2 
upon earth; and that I look more like} f 
the inhabitants of that upper world, 
by how much the longer I continue in yielc 
this lower ſtate ; that when I depart MR veſt 
hence, I may be aſſured of a joyful ad- mer 
miſhon into paradiſe! May my graces Il raik 


FE [43] 


s; and ne ſo bright, and my evidences for 


he in. "Waven appear ſo glorious and uncon- 
bud "Wted, that there may be no tremblings 
o the out my heart in that ſolemn and im- 
he joy x ortant hour, but that I may find the 


ſhine Fates of glory open before me; and 
f our hat 1 may ſee my way clear through 
meet he dark valley, and have rich and a- 
may pPundant entrance into the kingdom 
ſeed; pf my God on high! 

2 di. Life is ours, that by a due improve- 


and] a ent of it, our crown of glory may be 
—Let 3 enlarged, and our ſeat advanced in 
ſoul, 2 heaven. O it is a bleſſed thing to 
hea- 3 multiply good inſtructions and coun- 
ance 4 ſels, and exemplary practices of holi- 
like neſs, and to hear of them after we 


orld, | © have gone to heaven, that they ſtill 
e in yield on earth a further crop and har- 
veſt of honour to Chriſt and profit to 
men: ſuch tidings as theſe cannot but 


raiſe and advance our joy. 


part 
ad- 
Aces 
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What a rich advantage 1s put into 


the hands of a young convert, when a 


{inner in his youngeſt years is changed 4 
into a ſaint? What a bleſſed privi. |% 
lege is granted him by divine grace, 
and what a glorious opportunity 1s of- 
tered him, the improvement whereof 1 
may reach to everlaſting ages! Happy 
ſoul, who art reconciled to God by 
times, and a thouſand ſins in the fol- 
lowing courſe of thy life are hereby 
prevented! Happy ſoul, to whom 
Chriſt has manifeſted his love in the 
beginning of life, and ſaved thee be- 
times from eternal death! Awaken 
all thy thoughts; conſult, contrive, 
and ſeek divine advice; what thou 
ſhalt do for his honour, who hath gi- 
vin thee ſo early a ſalvation. Pray, O 
my ſoul, for the bleſſed Spirit to mark 
out the paths of thy feet, and to em- 
ploy thy head, thy hands, and thy 


L 45 ] 
Fongue, in the moſt honourable man- 
ner, for thy God, and the moſt uſeful 
q or the good of men.—Remember e- 
very hour of thy time is a part of thy 


| F reaſure; God, even thy God, expects 
n daily revenue of glory, as the juſt 


improvement of this treaſure; let a 
holy zeal be kindled within thee, to do 
T glorious ſervice for thy Creator and 
1 Saviour; let a pious ambition ſet all 
thy powers at work, to do ſome un- 
common good for men, and to be 
made an extenſive bleſſing to all that 
are near thee, —Ariſe and ſhine as a 
fair example of holineſs in a dark and 
vicked world; and let every year of 
life brighten thy character on earth, 
and enlarge thy reward in heaven.— 
Then ſhall it appear that life 1s thine, 
in the ſweeteſt ſenſe, when every ſtage 
and period of it ſhall add new ho- 
nours to the name of thy God, give 


| [ 46 ] 
new bleſſings to the world, and ad. 
vance the joys of thy own eternity. 


And is this life the only ſpace given 


me to be reconciled to God, and an 
I ſtill a ftranger and an enemy? 


Have I waſted away fo many years of ? 


this golden ſeaſon of hope, this day of 
grace, and have I not yet received this 


mercy, nor laid hold on the hope ſet 


before me? Search, examine, in- 
quire, what is thy ſtate, O my ſoul, 


and if thou art yet a child of wrath, | 
and unreconciled to God: make haſte 


and fly for refuge to the grace of the 
goſpel; let no more days of thy life 
paſs away in ſuch a dangerous and 


dreadful ſtate, leſt life ſhould come to 
a ſpeedy period, and then thou art 


baniſhed from grace and hope for 
ever. But if the character of a ſin- 
cere penitent be found with thee, 
then bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, that he 
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Iss not cut me off in the days of my 

y. Inmity to God, unſanctified, and un- 
iven pardoned. That he has lengthened 
| am gut my life, and the ſeaſons of his 
my? Percy, till he has changed my ſinful 
rs of Mature, and ſecured me in the cove- 
y of Fant of his grace.—ls life given me as 
this In opportunity of ſervice to my Lord 
A. : Teſus? It is he that has redeemed me; 
in. It is he that has laid out his valuable 
1 life for me. What ſhall I do, O my 
ath, Paviour, to make ſome humble re- 
aſte |Furns of acknowledgment and love! 
the 2 let my uſeleſs and unſerviceable 
f years be all forgotten, and let the rem- 
nant of life, whether longer or ſhorter, 
: de all devoted to the intereſt and ho- 
2 our of my Redeemer, Were it poſ- 
i ſible for the ſaints, after they had 
dwelt ſome time in heav en, to come 
down and dwell on earth again, how 
would they multiply their labours, and 


Wan 
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— — — . — — — — — 


[ 48 ] 


lay out their new life in more activity C 
and ſervice for their God and Saviour? 
When they have found and taſted what 7 

a heaven of happineſs ſucceeds the 


ſhort labours of this life, how would 


they double all their zeal and dill. 


gence, and be grieved they could do 
no more? When they have converſe? 


with their beloved Lord, and beheld 
him face to face, with how much warm. 
er love would they engage in hi 
ſervice? Think of this, O my ſoul, 
and remember, if ever thou arriveſt 


ſafe at heaven, thou wilt wiſh thou 
hadſt done more for thy beloved Lord 


here on earth. 


Is this life continued to me, that I 


pellen 
Tage tl 
Jineſs, 
may 
Have ] 


Dole ? 


Not ur 


1 that r 


; better 


8 hem, 
Dcſtoy 
brah 
words 
and 


may ſpread a favour of piety amongl py 


my fellow creatures? Lord ſuffer me 
to do nothing that may lead ſinners a- 
ſtray from thee; pardon all the evil 
examples I have ever given, and let 


my he 
increa 
ton m 
loul ! 


=_ 
» £ 
a 
8 5 4 


bur? 
hat 
the 
ould Fage them to the practice of ſtrict god- 
Jineſs. Is life prolonged to me, that 


dili- 


d do 
rſel|* 
Pole? Though my goodneſs extends 
not unto thee, O Lord, yet I entreat 
his that my fellow creatures may be the 
Petter for me, while I continue among 


held 


Arm- 


ſoul, 
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»nglt 


r me 
IS a- 
evil 


d let 


y future condutt ſhine in holineſs. 
Methinks I would convince the 
orld, that religion has ſomething ex- 
ellent and divine in it, and encou- 


may be ſerviceable to mankind, and 
have I lived thus long to ſo little pur- 


them. O may the God of Abraham 


iveſt ö 
thou 
Lord 


gvords of promiſe: 


hat I 


eltow upon me that rich favour which 
braham received in thoſe divine 


* I will bleſs thee 


and will make thee a bleſſing. Have 
ny days been prolonged thus far, that 
my hopes of heaven might be daily 


increaſing, that my evidences of adop- 


ton might grow ſtronger daily, and my 


loul be more prepared for heaven. 
D 


CE TIES Er I F< - <5 > —_— 


[ 50 ] ; 
Look inward, O my ſoul; haſt thou, .:; 
acquired a more divine and heavenly | 
temper than m years paſt? Art thou I 
wrought up to a greater meekneſs for 1 
the inheritance on high? Are thy de. 
fires, thy appetites, and all thy power 
more fitted for the buſineſs of heaven, # 
and attempered to the bleſſedneſs off, 
the upper world? Art thou grow.ÞR,.; 
ing fitter ſtill for the ſight of God, for 
converſe with Chriſt, for the compa.] 
ny of ſaints and angels?—How are] 
thy days and months run to waſte, i 1 
thou art ſo much nearer death, and | 
yet art not ſo much riper for heaven? : 
And is it poſſible that life ſhould be 
ſo improved, as that my crown of glo-Þþ 
Ty and portion of happineſs may be, 
enlarged hereafter? let my holy am- 
bition awake at ſuch a hint as this, 
Though it is the blood of my Re- 
deemer that has purchaſed all the 


L [ 51 ] 

hou 4 rizes and crowns in heaven, yet if I 
enly 4 m a {wift runner in the chriſtian race, 
thou! Y am fitted to receive the fairer prize: 
s for 1 nd if I am an active and victorious 
de. 3 dier in the army of Chriſt, and have 
wen, Served faithfully, through a tedious 
ven, rar, I may have reaſon to hope for a 
ſs off righter crown. We may hitmbly 
row-F&rait for a reward in proportion to the 
, for Fork, according to the encourage- 
mpa - nent of the Bible, while we ſtill ac- 
are] Knowledge, that it is free ſovereign 
te, i grace, that both enables us to hold out 
and orking, and beſtows the rich reward. 
ven! 


en. 
1d be; a 
f glo- A HYMN. 


ay vl ND is this life prolonged to me? 
am Are days and ſeaſons given? 

this. And ſhall I not prepare to be 
7 Re- A fitter heir tor heaven? 


the 


1 


en D 2 
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II, 

I'll never let theſe moments paſs, 
Theſe golden hours be gone; 
Lord, I accept thy offered grace, 
And bow before thy throne. 


ITE. | 
Now cleanſe my ſoul from every ſin, ? 
By my Redeemer's blood; 
Now let my fleſh and heart begin |? 
The honours of my God. S IT 
IV. 
Let me no more my ſoul defile 
With ſin's deceitful toys; 
Let cheerful hope increaſing ſtill, ence 
Approach to heavenly joys. vv iſdor 
3 F happ 
My thankful lips ſhall loud proclaim ? "ee 
The wonders of thy praiſe; 4 LA 
And ſpread the favour of thy name, e 


1 22 
and 
that 


ueen 
when 


Where'er 1 ſpend my days. note, 
VI. a thou 
On earth let my example ſhine, * proac 


And when I leave this ſtate, 


May heaven receive this foul of mine 
To bliſs divinely great, eavot 


which 


holy 
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Pſalm Ixv. 4. 


abr. Page AE. ES. oa 


. Bleſſed is the man whom thou chuſeſt, 
7 ſin, | and cauſeſt to approach unto thee, | 
tat he may dwell in thy courts, 


IT was an elegant addreſs that the | 

gueen of Sheba made to Solomon, | 
hen ſhe had ſurveyed the magnifi- 
cence of his court, and had heard his 
2 .idom; Happy are thy men, and 
| happy are theſe thy ſervants who 
ſtand continually before thee!' But 

* le harp of David ſtrikes a diviner 
note, Bleſſed is the man whom 

thou chuſeſt, O God, that he may ap- 
* proach and dwell in thy courts, in the 
holy ſanctuary!' I would now en- 
deavour to meditate upon this doctrine, 
which ſeems naturally drawn from the 


9 9 


claim 


mine 
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text, —That nearneſs to God is the, 


foundation of a creature's happineſs, 
And is it thus, O my ſoul! what un. 


known evil then is contained in the 
4 plora 
creature from God and happineſs! lt 
may be ſaid to every ſoul on earth, a 
it was once ſaid to Iſrael, Your ini. 
* quities have ſeparated between yo 
* and your God.“ O what tongue can 


nature of every fin, for it divides the 


expreſs, or what heart can conceive, 
the immenſe load and everlaſting train 


ed by man's firſt diſobedience : we 
came into the world eſtranged from 
God, and go aſtray from the womb. 
It is the ſpirit and temper of mankind, 


2 


by ne 
God, 
By ni 
Heek 


on to 
farthe 
haſte 


divin 


S neſs 


creat 


are a 
of miſchiefs and miſeries that lie heavy Þ? 
on poor mankind, and have purſue! 
human nature, in all the infinite mem- 4 
bers and branches of it, through all > 
ages and nations, for almoſt ſix thou 1 
ſand years.—All theſe were introduc-| 


man 
be ſu 
light 
with 
minc 
he n 
with 
char 
who 
ver 
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thei ; y nature to deſire an abſence from 
ſs, | God, and to wiſh their own miſery. 
t un. By nature we love him not, nor do we 
the Meek after his love: theſe are our de- 
s the plorable circumſtances, and yet we go 
| tf J on to aggravate our own gualt, to run 
1, 3} farther from God hourly, and to make 
ini. haſte to everlaſting wretchedneſs, if 
vous divine grace prevent us not.—lIs near- 
> can neſs to God the foundation of the 
eire¶creature's felicity? Then how vain 
train are all pretences to happineſs, while 
man is a ſtranger to God! Let him 


eavy 
-ſuel be ſurrounded with all imaginable de- 
em · ¶ lights of ſenſe, or let him be furniſhed 
n with every advantage to entertain the 
hou. 8 mind; yet, if he be afar off from God, 
duc. he muſt be afar off from bleſſedneſs: 
ve without God and without hope, is the 
from character of the ſinful world, They 


who never drew near to God, who ne- 
ver ſaw God in his works or in his 
D 4 


»mb, 
£1110, 
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word, ſo as to love him above all! 
things, and partake of his love, muſt Fl 


be miferable, in ſpight of all their 
pretences: they that are far from 


ordinances 1n it; for theſe are his ap- 
pointed means of approaching to him; 
and ſteps whereby we may climb to 
the bleſſedneſs of ſaints and angels. 
God 1s ever ſending meſſengers of 
peace, and invitations of love to a 
ruined and rebellious world. Happy 
ſinners, who hear the voice of an in- 
viting God, who turn their back upon 
the periſhing vanities of lite and time, 
who forſake the creature, and return 
to their Creator again! thouſands of 
the ſons and daughters of Adam have 
accepted the meſſages of this grace, 
and have been by theſe methods train- 


ed up 
God | 


his ce 
happi 
God ſhall periſh, God hath not ut. “ 
terly abandoned this world to fin and | 
miſery, while he keeps his word and 
their 
God: 
I ſet rig 


bitatic 
Th 


may t 


vince 
vay 

5 leads 
5 value 
vill { 
or rel. 
ledge 
prize 


| Engl: 


Indie: 
miniſ 
lempt 
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ed up for glory, by converſing with 
God in his ordinances, and dwelling in 
his courts on earth; they have been 
© happily prepared for an everlaſting ha- 
ut. bitation in his court of heaven. 

nde The true value of things on earth 
nd may be judged of, and determined, by 
3 their tendency, to bring us near to 
1 God and heaven. It our judgment be 
3 ſet right in this point, and we are con- 
i vinced, that an approach to God is the 
way to be happy; then whatſoever 
: leads us neareſt to God will riſe in 
value in our eſteem. Then our hearts 
vill ſet a hi gh eſteem on thoſe friends 
or relatives, who draw us to the know- 
| ledge and love of God: then we ſhall 
prize the miniſtrations of the goſpel in 
| England, above the riches of both the 
Indies, Then we ſhall not think the 
miniſtry of the word a mean and con- 
iemptible employment; nor delight to 


D 6 
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hear ſcandals thrown on the perſons þ 
or characters of thoſe who are engaged 


in it; for theſe are the ſervants of the 


living God, who ſhew us the way to 
be happy. Then ſhall we commend |! ' 
thoſe ſermons, and thoſe writings | 
moſt, which we feel and find to draw | 
our hearts furtheſt off from ſin and the 
creature, and bring them neareſt to 
God: and then, if there were but one 
Bible in the world, we ſhould all agree F 
to ſay there is not treaſure enough in 
all the material creation to purchaſe it 


out of our hands. Do 1 find, O my 
foul, that the world begins to creep in- 
to my heart? Do I find any creature 
fit too near my ſoul, and take up any 
of that room and time, which God 
ſhould have there ? Awake be- 
times and beſtir thyſelf, leſt it divide 
thee främ thy happineſs — When 1 
feel my ſpirits at any time grow cold 


ons | 
ged 
the 


7 to 
end 
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in religious worſhip, when I can paſs a 


day with an indifference about ſecret 


ngs 
raw 4 
the 7 


t0 
one 
zree 
1 in 
le it 
my 
in- 
ture 
any 
30d 
be- 
vide 
n 1 


cold 


n An e 4 hs 


Y converſe with God, and be content to 


be long abſent from him; then would 
I ſearch with diligence what enemy 
it is that has crept in ſecretly and in- 
terpoſes betwixt God and me; and 
when I have found it, I would never 
reſt till, by the aids of divine grace, I 
have removed the idol from my 
thoughts, and my ſoul be reſtored to 
its holy nearneſs to God again, 

Wanderings and vain thoughts in the 
time of religious worſhip are the great 
burdens of a child of God; for they 
clog him, and keep him down, when 
he ſhould riſe to his heavenly father. 
They are bars in his way to bleſſed- 
nels, for they hinder his approach to 
God. What holy ſhame and repent- 


ance ſhould it work in us, to think 
that even in the place where the great 
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and bleſſed God comes to ſhew his face, ſtill d 
we ſhould be building up walls and q ble; 
partitions to hid his face from us? that FF you u 
we ſhould turn away from him, when his be 


he comes on purpoſe to meet us? O God 
let us give glory to God, the great and child 
holy God, that heſhould be ever will- I H. 
ing to let ſinners approach him, that 3 their 
the Majeſty of heaven and the ſupreme | who 
Lord of all, who had been highly pro- f the e 
voked by his rebellious creature, made 
ſhould ever come into terms of recon- by Jt 
ciliation; that he himſelf ſhould pro- to th 
vide a facrifice: this divine condeſ- cove 
cenſion, O my ſoul, demands thy hold 
worſhip and thy wonder! face 

Stand ſtill here, O ye ſaints of the him 
moſt high, and ſurvey your privileges taſte 
and your honours; and remember that that 
whenſoever you draw near to God, in liev 
the courts of his houſe, it was Jeſus reli 


who drew near firſt; it is Jeſus who 
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ſtill dwells near, to make you accepta- 
ble; it is Jeſus, who by his ſpirit lifts 
you up near to the Father, and it 1s by 
nis beſt beloved and dearaſt Son, that 
Cod the Father draws near to all his 
children. 
HFappy perſons who are weary of 
; their own eſtrangement from God, 
1 who have heard, and have received 
the offers of his mercy! who have 
made their ſolemn approaches to God 
[4 by Jeſus, the Mediator, and are joined 
10 the Lord in a ſweet and everlaſting 
covenant Happy creatures who be- 
hold the beauties, of their Maker's 
face with double pleaſure, who love 
him with all their ſouls, and begin to 
taſte the love of his heart too! O 
that ſinners would be brought to be- 
lieve, that there are divine pleaſures in 
religion, and joys which the ſtranger 
intermeddles not with! O that they 
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would once be convinced that happi- her, 


neſs conſiſts in approaching to God ! 
What a ſacred and ſuperior pleaſure it 
1s, above all the joys of ſenſe, to love 
the great and bleſſed God, and to know 
that he loves me! To walk all the 
day 1n the light of his countenance, to 
have him near me as a counſellor, 
whoſe advice I may aſk in every dit. 
ficulty of hfe; to be ever near him as 
my guard, and to fly from every dan- 
ger to the wing of his protection; to 
have ſuch an almighty friend with me, 
in ſickneſs and ſorrow, and ready to 
receive my departing ſpirit into the 
arms of his love. 

There are degrees of bleſſedneſs a- 
mong the ſaints on earth. Blefled is 
every ſoul whoſe ſtate and nature are 
changed, who is not a ſtranger but a 
ſon; but more bleſſed are thoſe ſons 
who are moſt like their heavenly Fa- 
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8 g 
ppi- her, and keep cloſeſt to him in all 
heir ways. Bleſſed are they above o- | 
Mhers in the holy family, who ſeldom [ 
Swander from their God; whoſe hearts 
Fare always in a heavenly frame, and 
whoſe virtues and graces brighten and 
improve daily, and make a continual 
and joy ful advance, towards the ſtate 
of glory. To ſeek after God, and en- 
deavour to approach, in all his own in- 
ſtitutions, 1s the way to be recovered 
from the miſeries of the fall; to live in 
a holy nearneſs to God, is a reſtoration 
to to thepleaſures of innocency ; it is the 
the full happineſs of reaſonable creatures 
to be always with God; it 1s our 


* 
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= 

AN 

* 

2 n ac a 


s a- Þ nobleſt honour and ſweeteſt conſola- 
d is tion, in this ſtate of darkneſs and trial, 
are to get as near him as earth and grace [1 
it a will admit; and it is alſo the beſt pre- 4 
ons parative for heaven and the ſtate of 14 
Fa- glory, where we ſhall dwell for ever | 


[ 64 ] | 
near him, and be for ever bleſled, } 
Amen. 


A HYMN. 


ARE theſe the happy perſons here 
Who dwell the neareſt to their God? 
Has God invited ſinners near, [7 
And Jeſus bought this grace with 
blood ? 


11. 
Go then, my ſoul, addreſs the Son, 
To lead thee near the Father's face; 
Gaze on his glories yet unknown, 


And taſte the bleſſings of his grace. 


111. 
Vain vexing world, and fleſh and ſenſe, 
Retire while I approach my God; 
Nor let my ſins divide me hence, 
Nor creatures tempt my thoughts 
abroad. 


| IV, 
While to thine arms my God I preſs, 
No mortal hope, nor joy, nor fear, 
Shall call my ſoul from thine embrace; 
*Tis heaven to dwell for ever there. 


650 
ED 
Pſalm xliii. 2. 


| When mn ſhalt I come and appear before 
L * God? 


1th 1 1 
* THE holy Pſalmiſt was now abſent 
from his uſual place of public worſhip, 
N and reſtrained from coming near to 


= the ark of God; reflecting upon what 
ce, iſ he had enjoyed heretofore, and what he 
was deprived of, he breaks out into 

iſe, Na rapture, As the hart panteth after 
od; ¶ «the water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul 
hts after thee, O God!“ The ſenſe of 
the whole pſalm is as it were drawn 
up into theſe few words: When 

els, I ſhall J come and appear before God?“ 
wh David well knew that the great end 


of appointing public worſhip was that 
there might be a communication be- 


191 
tween God and man, who were ſo I mourt 
dreadfully ſeparated by ſin: he knew [& found 
the gracious promiſe, that where God FR ſuch : 
recorded his name, there would he} conve 
come and meet his people, and ble{ |! 
them.—And have not chriſtians, un- J 
der the goſpel, as great reaſon to ex- 
pett the ſpecial preſence of God a- 
mong them in his ordinances? Have 
we not an expreſs promiſe of Chrit 
himſelf, That where two or three are 
gathered together in his name, he will 
be in the midſt of them? And have | heart 
not his people enjoyed bleſſed expe- our 
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rience of his preſence, in his ſan&tua- {| our « 
ry in the aſſembly of his ſaints? One and 

can fay, I was all darkneſs, and igno- in ti 
rance, and there I found divine light and 
diſcovering to me my fin and miſery, com 
and his ſalvation : another can ſay, | to b 
was dead in ſin, and found my foul our 


raiſed to a divine life: there I was to.t; 
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EZ mourning and deſpairing, and there I 
found a word of ſupport and holy joy, 


ſuch as no mere word of men could 


Z convey unto me. And I was forced 


to confeſs, that God was in this place 


Jof a truth, 


Let us guard againſt hypocriſy in di- 


vine worſhip, becauſe it is an appear- 


ing before God, We do then in ef- 


tett ſay to God, O Lord, we are al- 
ways in thy fight; but in a ſpecial 


manner we now come to ſhew thee our 


hearts, to acquaint thee humbly with 


| our wants, our ſorrows, and our fins, 


our deſires and hopes. God is a ſpirit, 
and will be worſhipped in ſpirit and 
in truth ; he ſees through our ſouls, 
and knows the ends and deſigns of our 
coming, whether to ſee creatures, and 
to be ſeen of them, or to fee himſelf 
our Creator, —O what pains ought we 
to.take to put on the beſt ornaments of 


[ 68 ] 
the mind, to ſee that our graces all 


ſhine, when we are to ſtand before 
God! 


What everlaſting thanks are due to 


with comfort and hope. 

Let us conſider a little what God is, 
and what we are: that we may have a 
due ſenſe of the neceſſity of Chriſt, 
we may ſay to ourſelves, I am going to 
appear before the great and glorious 
God, a God of infinite perfection; 
and Jama little veſſel of mere imper- 
fection and infirmity. What ſhall I 
do to appear in his ſight? He is a 
God of ſpotleſs holineſs, and I am de- 
filed with a thouſand ſins; who ſhall 
make me appear lovely in his fight ? 
He is a God of inflexible juſtice, and 
I a guilty wretch, a criminal already 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath made] 
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condemned; who ſhall plead for me, 
and obtain a pardon ? | 

In Chriſt alone can we appear well 


bod plealing to God ; he, who once appear- 
8 ed with fin imputed, was made fin for 
od, 


us, and was treated as a ſinner in the 
world for our ſakes; now appears be- 
| fore God, without fin, in heaven, as 
our great high prieſt, to make us ac- 
ceptable to God there; nor ſhall our 


% warmeſt devotions, or our higheſt 
Hus praiſes, dare to appear there without 
ber- 


And as this is the only appointed 
way for ſinners to appear before God, 


bo it has been the ſweet experience of 
en thouſand ſouls, that they have 

hall : : 

=p drawn near to God in this manner, 

: # with acceptance and delight, Many 

* a child of God can ſay, when I had 

ady 


the firſt ſight of my guilt, and defile- 
ment, and beheld God in the terrors 
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of his holineſs and juſtice, I was af. 
frighted at the thoughts of appearing |} 
before him: every threatning that 1 
heard, I thought it was pronounced a- * Wl 
gainſt me; nor could I delight my'elf|Fnany 
in the bleſſings of the goſpel, for they here 
were not mine. But when he vas God 1 
pleaſed to lead and draw me to Chriſt, I Jar as 
I ſaw ſuch an all-ſufficiency of atone. ¶ To pub 
ment and righteouſneſs in him, that from f 
would anſwer all the demands that di. peared 
vine juſtice had upon me. I joyfully {Far ſor 
accepted of this ſalvation; I ſurrender. This ifl; 
ed myſelf, as the ſubje& of his ſaving ¶ habitat 
grace; and though I now behold my. N his orc 
ſelf till defiled and ſinful, yet I hum. N chrone 
bly dare appear before him daily and Very di 
hourly, for Jeſus is my interceſſor; {Mer of 
he is my propitiation, and my God Hances 
ſits upon a mercy-ſeat, ſprinkled with ¶ chem ? 
the blood of this heavenly ſacrifice; vailing 
with humble penitence and with 2 Part ha 


d Go 


con 
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Yively faith, I draw near to a reconcil- 
d God, and give eternal thanks to the 
Feconciler. 

What a blefling it is to have fo 
ſe}; |Fnany houſes of God in the nation, 
hey Svhere we dwell, and thoſe houſes of 
was! God near us; we need not travel ſo 
f ar as the Jews, three times every year 
io public worſhip; and yet they went 


one- 
that From ſtrength to ſtrength till they ap- 
+ di. peared before God in Zion. How 


Far ſome poor creatures come even in 
his iſland, many miles from their own 
wing abitations, to appear before God and 
mi- his ordinances; but God ſeats his 
hum. hrone as it were at our doors. How 


y and very different are they from the tem- 
for; per of David, who enjoy public ordi- 
God] nances continually, and are weary of 


| with chem ? The reaſon of this temper pre- 
ifice; Mvalling ſo much is, that the greateſt 
ith apart have nothing of chriſtianity be- 


[ 72 ] 
fides the mere name; and others per. # 
haps, who have a ſenſe of religion, yet 
cannot look upon God any otherwiſe | 
than as their enemy : and ſo they come 
before him, without any love or de. when 
light in his company; and then no] faith, 
wonder they are weary of it. They God, 
would be well enough pleaſed, if they {felt v 
could live for ever in this world, and {that h 
never have any thing to do with God, Min his 
Their chief motive is the fear of hell; Nof the 
and therefore they drudge on in toil: love i 
ſome and undelightful religion; and Mor pub 
indeed there 1s one reaſon why ſo many . miniſt 
true chriſtians feel no more longings venly 
after God, either in public or private land W. 
worſhip, becauſe though they have his ſo, 
ſome cold hope, yet they are content- But, 3 
ed to abide in this ſtate of uncertainty ment 
without joy or aſſurance, and do not {Wchurcl 
make it their buſineſs. to advance in ¶ ſeized 
chriſtianity, They cannot rejoice in ¶ grow ¾ 


God 
with 
little 
a divi 
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per. God as their father or their friend, 
yet with a lively ſoul, and they find but 
wiſe little pleaſure in his houſe, But it is 
ome Ra divine pleaſure, and akin to heaven, 
de. when a child of God, with a lively 
_— f faith, and joyful ſpirit, comes before 
"hey God, as his God, and entertains him- 
they | ſelf with all the bleſſed diſcoveries 
and that he makes of his wiſdom and grace 


God. ; in his churches, with all the promiſes 
hell: Hof the covenant, with all the words of 
toil- love that God hath written in his book, 
and , gor publiſhes in his ordinances by the 
many miniſtry of men: he feeds upon hea- 
ging ¶ venly proviſions in his Father's houſe; 
ivate Hand when he departs, he maintains on 
have This ſoul a {ſweet ſavor of heaven.— 
\tent- ! But, alas! there is a great withdraw- 
tainty ment of the ſpirit of God from his 
o not churches; a deadneſs of heart has 
ce in ſeized believers in our day, and they 
ice in grow carnal, O let us pray that the 


E 


[ 74 ] | 
ſpirit may return to the ſanctuary 2. 
gain! ? 
O what unhappy clogs theſe fleſhly 
ſinful bodies are to the mind! How 
they contradict the beſt inclinations | 
of the ſoul, and forbid it to fulfil is] i 
ſpiritual deſires; the ſoul would appear 
often before God, but the fleſh for. 
bids; the ſoul wreſtles and ſtrives a. 
gainſt the infirmities of the fleſh, and 
labours hard to abide with God; but 
theſe very wreſtlings and ſtriving 
overcome languiſhing nature. Thus | 


from 
we are dragged down from the mount thing 
of converſe with God, and the foul 48 
who is akin to angels, and employed heave; 
in their work, muſt deſcend and lie 8 
idle, to refreſh the animal. Sometimes 1 


through drouſineſs and want of natu- 

# bly of 
ral ſpirits, we grow ſtupid and heavy Be 
in religious duties; and have but little 
ſenſe of that God, before whom ve 
land: ſometimes through excels 0i 


them! 
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? rom the divineſt meditation. 
ching around us is ready to diſturb and 
divert our feeble nature, in the moſt 
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d ; natural ſpirits, our imagination grows 
T vain and fluttering, and wanders far 
away from the God we worſhip: if we 
zk our thoughts one minute upon 
ona things of the higheſt importance, the 
next flying idea catches the mind a- 
way, and it is loſt from God and de- 
votion again, We appear before God 
twenty times in an hour, our eyes and 


our ears are conſtant witneſſes of this 


painful weakneſs, and unhappy inſtru- 
ments they are to draw off our ſouls 


Every 


heavenly acts of worſhip. Poor bro- 
ken worſhip! poor frail ſtate of human 
nature! But there is a bleſſed aſſem- 
bly of better worſhippers above. A- 
wake our faith and deſire to join 
them! and let each of us ſay, O whed 
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ſhall I go to that bright company, and 


Sr — 


en ſhall I come and appear before 
Cod? | 


I WouLD now enlarge a little in 
my meditations, upon the difference of 
a chriſtian's appearing before God in 
heaven, and his appearance in divine 
ordinances before God on earth, 
Here ſincere ſ-uls and hypocrites 
meet together in worſhip; there the 
hypocrite is for ever baniſhed. The 
children of God here are under a vall 
of infirm and ſinful fleſh, and in the 
likeneſs of ſinners; there they are un- 
vailed and acknowledged to be the 
ſons and daughters of the Almighty: 
here the child of God in the ſanctuary 
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appear amongſt them before God!. 5 
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is deeply humbled at the mention of 
and BY the name of God, but his humility is 
not ſeen; here his zeal kindles at the 
f propoſal of a duty, but it burns with 
an hidden flame.—We are ready to 
7 complain here, that we ourſelves 
know not whether we ſhall be accept- 
| ed or not through the weakneſs of our 
| faith, want of holineſs, decay of zeal 
in our ſpirits, and that degeneracy we 


7e 


ſometimes feel in ourſelves, we are of- 


d in 
ry ten ready to doubt, and on the borders 
arth. of deſpair.— But there every one ſhall 


{ worſhip with ſtrength of joy, livelieſt 
delight, and warmeſt zeal of affec- 
tion; and, be aſſured, his graces are 
| true, for he ſhall ſee them all in the 


= light of glory. This ſulpicion or jea- 
* louſy of ourſelves, flattens our devo- 
: the tion many a time here; but there a 
hy: full aſſarance of our being beloved of 
wary God, and being for ever accepted of 


2 3 
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him, ſhall make every exerciſe of de. 
votion agreeable and perfect pleaſure, Þ 
—O, my ſoul, how ſhould it quicken Þ 
thy race, and exalt thy joy, to think 
how faſt thou art removing from this 
world of ſinners, and from all thy own ; 
doubts and fears, to a glorious aſſem- 
bly of holy ſouls, where not one doubt 
or fear ſhall remain in their conſcien- 
ces or in thine—Now we worſhip in a 
way of preparation, there of . enjoy- 
ment and full delight. —Ordinances 
here are but hght ſhadows and very 
faint reſemblances of what the worſhip 
in heaven ſhall be. Our buſineſs now 
in this world is to get a right temper 
and frame, there to practiſe and in- 
dulge the joy.— Happy ſouls who are 
thus prepared in the outer courts to 
draw nigh and worſhip within the vail! 
— Now we appear with imperfett ſer- 
vices, and poor improvements; there 
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vith glorious and complete worſhip.— 
What are our prayers or praiſes here, 
in compariſon with thoſe that are paid 
to God above? God and Chriſt are 
too much forgotten, or they are too of- 
ten thruſt out of our minds by vain 
thoughts.— Even when we ourſelves 
are never ſo deſirous to ſpend an hour 
or two with God, what interruptions 
do we find? What long blanks di- 
vide the ſeveral petitions of our pray- 
6 ers, and break off the meditation while 
| we ſtand before God to worſhip him? 
— There ſhall be everlaſting worſhip 
| above, without one impertinence in- 
terpoſing; no trifles there to divert and 
ſeparate one part of our worſhip from 
the other.— There all the powers and 
faculties of nature ſhall be perpetually 
engaged in the buſineſs and bleſledneſs 
of that ſtate. Glorious worthip, and 
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bleſſed worſhippers, fit forthe preſence 
of the Majeſty of heaven 


We come now with very little com. 


fort, and many diſcouragements, to ap. 


pear before God on earth, but there 


with everlaſting conſolation, —Now 


we are defiled with guilt, and aſhamed 


to lift up our faces towards heaven, 
and bluſh even when our hearts are 
never ſo ſincere: but there we ſhall 
come near to God, even in glory, and 
not be afraid of him, our garments 
waſhed white in the blood of the 
Lamb, and never to be defiled again— 
Now we worſhip with prayers and 
tears, becauſe of many and heavy 
burdens, ſorrows and fins; but then 
with everlaſting ſongs and joy on our 
heads. If we had a painful and lively 
ſenſe of theſe things, of the wander- 
ings, temptations, burdens and defile- 
ments, that mingle with our worſhip 


here, we ſhould cry aloud, and ſay, 


9 2 S..* 
* « E 0 * 
. Eien 


== 


: ads 7.6: hot her 
rr 


v — * 8 


How 
N Now 
| there 
we ge 


verſe 
tatior 
this v 
flict, 
land; 
his 1 
raiſe 
our j. 
worl! 
le ur 
and 


on Cx 
| rejoi 
| upor 
it be 


hind 
worl 


perp 


k-. 
* 
2 
"Ri 
* 
* 
4 
5 
4 
4 
4 
* 
# 
4 
4 
\ * 
„ 


. t „ 2 
c 
WS" on Urs LR oh eden 1 


FRY DELLS” YT 
e 


[ 81 ] 


How long, O Lord, how long!— 


Now we appear and depart again, but 
there we {ſhall abide with God. Now 
we go down from the mount of con- 
verſe with God, into the worldof temp- 
tation and fin, buſineſs and care. In 
this valley of tears we muſt have a con- 
flict, before we get to the promiſed 
land; there every worſhipper has in 
his hand a palm of vittory—Let us 
raiſe our hope, our conſolation, and 
our joy, by a meditation of ſuch future 
worſhip in heaven as this 1s, when we 


lie under many weakneſſes, reſtraints, 
; and defilements, in our beſt worſhip 
{ on earth! —Oh ! how would this hope 


rejoice our hearts, if we could but live 
upon it! What ſacred comfort would 
it be to a poor humble ſoul, who is 
hindred from drawing near to God in 
worſhip now, becauſe his affections are 


perpetually ready to wander, to think 
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that he ſhall come and appear before 
God hereafter, and ſee him without 
ceaſing, and his thoughts ſhall never 
wander from his God!—When he 
complains under the temptations of 
Satan, and abſence of God from his 
ordinances, what a pleaſure to think 
he is going above to worſhip at the 
general aſſembly, where Satan never 
enters, aud where God never conceals 
himſelf, but appears univerſally graci- 
ous, and without a frown; where the 
God of glory and mercy appears un- 
changeably and for ever the ſame!— 

O, my ſoul, ever maintain a holy 
jealouſy of»thyſelf, leſt thou ſhouldſt 
be miſſing at the great day, when the 
Teſt of the aſſembly with which thou 
haſt been uſed to worſhip here, ſhall 
be worſhipping with the ſaints in hea- 
ven! Shall I be ſeparated from them, 
with whom I have ſo often appeared 


[83] 
before God, and bowed the knee toge- 
ther on earth? O dreadful thought of 
overwhelming ſorrow! Which of us 
all has ſo much ſtupidity as to bear 


the terrible apprehenſion! to be divid- 
ed for ever from the family of God, 
and ſhut out of his upper ſanctuary! 
O may theſe thoughts make a proper 


impreſſion on our hearts, to keep our 
jealouſy awake, and ſpur us onward 


in our chriſtian courſe of duty and de- 


votion! May we be excited to give all 
diligence to make our calling and elec- 


tion ſure, and in every act of worſhip 


here in this world, to get ſome clearer 
evidences of an intereſt in the favour 
of God ; ſome ſurther meetneſs for glo- 
ry, that when the great aſſembly ſhall 
Join together in that heavenly worſhip, 
we may aſſiſt with our praiſes, and 
mingle our joy with theirs, Amen. 
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A HYMN, 
Wulf I am baniſhed from thy 


houſe, 
I mourn in ſecret, Lord: 
« When ſhall I come, and pay my 
** VOWS, 


* And hear thy holy word?“ 


II, 
So while I dwell in bonds of clay, 
Methinks my ſoul ſhall groan, 
* When ſhall I wing my heavenly way, 
And ſtand before thy throne ?” 


III, 
I love to ſee my Lord below, 
His church diſplays his grace; 
But upper worlds his glory know, 
And view Him face to face, 


IV. 

I love to worſhip at his feet, 
Tho' ſin attack me there; 
But ſaints exalted near his ſeat, 

Have no aſſaults to fear. 
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1 Cor. xvi. 13. 


Sure faſt, quit you like men, be 


ſtrong. 
IN the firſt ages of chriſtianity, the 


: profeſſors of the goſpel had great need 
of divine courage, that they might ſtand 
the many ſhocks of oppoſition, re- 
* proach and violence. But there are 
many things occurring in the divine 
life that require us likwiſe to put on 
this holy fortitude of ſoul; the lives of 
men are ſo corrupt and vicious, their 


hearts are ſo averſe to the holy pre- 


cepts of chriſtianity, the multitude of 


ſinners is ſo exceeding great in every 


nation, even where the goſpel and the 


malice and rage of Satan, with his evil 
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[ 86] 
angels, are ſo conſtant and ſo violent 
againſt the religion and the name of 
Chriſt, that it is true at all times, as 
well as in the primitive age, that all 
who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſhall ſuffer perſecution, Our buſineſs 
thereſore is to ſeek for a ſpirit of power 
and holy ' fortitude, that we may be 
void of fear in the profeſſion of our 
faith, and in the prattice of our daily 
duties: not the Corinthians only, but 
we alſo muſt watch, and ſtand faſt in 
the faith; we muſt quit ourſelves like 
men, and be ſtrong. And beſides the 
difficulties we ſhall meet with from a 
degenerate and ſinful world, there are 
many other trials that attend the chriſ- 
tian life; ſorrows and ſuffering belong 
to human nature in this fallen and un- 
happy ſtate; this earth is deſigned for 
a ſtage of conflict, a ſcene of probation, 
each of us muſt act our parts under the 
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eye and notice of God, our ſupreme 
governor and our final rewarder. He 
expects that we ſhould put on a ſacred 
$ hardineſs of ſoul; he requires that we 
# ſhould not indulge a ſpirit of fear, but 
be armed with power and courage, 
that we may endure- to the end; and 
| bleſſed be his name, that he hath given 
us promiſes to raiſe our hopes, that as 
he endued his people in ancient times 
with his grace, ſo he will beſtow this 
{ ſpirit of holy fortitude upon us alſo; 
and that as our day is, ſo ſhall our 
| ſtrength be. 


And now, O my ſoul, turn thy 
thoughts inward, and inquire what at- 


tainments thou haſt made in this ſa- 


cred courage. I acknowledge there is 
a God, but am I not ſometimes aſham- 
ed to call upon him in the morning for 
his preſence all the day, leſt my com- 
panions ſhould know I have been upon 
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88 
my knees? Have I courage to aſk a 
bleſſing on my food, where others de- 
ride the prattice?—I have learned, 
and believed the religion of Jeſus; 
but have Leveryet had courage enough 
to make a ſolemn and public pro- 
feſſion of it? Or am I only a behever 
in ſecret, aſhamed to make profeſſion 
of my faith, by joining myſelf to ſome 
chriſtian aſſembly ? If this be my ſtate, 
I have now a loud call to add forti- 
tude to my faith, and aſſume chriſtian 
courage to profeſs the ſacred name, in 
which I have believed. Or am Ia 
profeſſor of this holy religion? 1 
have liſted myſelf under the banner of 
Chriſt, in theſe days of liberty and 
peace, and while I dwell among thoſe 
who encourage my faith and profeſſion 
But let me inquire whether I have 
ſuch a love to the goſpel, as to glory in 
it even amongſt infidels, who make it 
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che obje& of their mockery and re- 
proach, Has this divine religion ſuch 
a deep root in my heart, as to bear and 


reſiſt the ſtorms of the world, to ſtand 
firm and flouriſh fill ? Have I cou- 


rage to declare myſelf a diſciple of the 
* croſs, and a profeſſor of a crucified Sa- 
viour, when I ſhall happen to be in 
the company of thoſe who blaſpheme 


him? Have I obtained holy boldneſs 


; enough to prattiſe virtue when it is 


out of faſhion; and can TI refuſe to 
| comply with the warmeſt temptations 


to a faſhionable fin? Have I got 
ſuch a victory over myſelf as to dare 


to be ſingular, if my company would 


lead me into any modiſh vice? This 
is a hard leſſon to young and tender 
minds; but it muſt be learned, O my 


| ſoul, it thou wilt be a chriſtian indeed! 


Can I ſee my friends and companions 
indulge a ſinful courſe, and have I not 
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[ 90 ] 
one kind admonition for them ? Have 


I virtue enough to warn my brother, 
and to turn his foot from the path of 


iniquity, that leads to ruin and death? 


What zeal haſt thou, O my ſoul, 
for relormation? Or canſt thou bear 
with immoralities of every kind, and 
rather than venture to diſpleaſe man, 
wilt thou let thy neighbour go on for 
ever to diſpleaſe God? What wouldſt 
thou do, if thou waſt called to face the 
great, and to proteſs religion before 
the mighty men of the earth? Is thy 
faith grown bold enough to ſhew itſelf 
in a place, and to venture all thy earth- 
ly intereſts for the defence of it? 
Thus far concerning my active forti- 
tude, But how ſtands the caſe with 
regard to paſſive valour, and enduring 
of ſufferings? Is my heart firm under 
ſharp trials of providence? Can I re- 
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| of God, without fretting or repining? 
Or doth my courage faint, and my im- 
| patience ſhametully diſcover itſelf un- 
der the common pains and diſeaſes of 
nature? It is to be allowed there is 
much weakneſs derived even to a 
manly ſpirit, from the diſtempers of 


the body; when the nerves are unbrac- 


ed, and the tabernacle of the body 
tottering, the ſoul partakes of the in- 
| firmities of this poor fleſhly engine. 


O frail unhappy ftate of human ſouls 


that dwell in clay! But is it thy con- 


ſtant labour and prayer, O my ſoul, 
that patience may have its perfect 
work, that thy ſpirit may be ever ſe- 
date under all the pains and diſquietude 
of this mortal fleſh, and thy temper 
kept ſerene, under all the frowns and 
clouds of heaven, 

Am I ready to face the King of 
Terrors, and to deſcend into the dark 


[ 92 } 
valley? Thou muſt meet this adver. 
fary ſhortly, O my ſoul; labour there. 
fore daily to get courage and victory 
over death, by faith in a dying and ri. 
ſing Saviour Happy is that faith, that 
has no carnal fear attending it, but is 
got above the frowns and ſmiles of 
this world: my ſoul longs after it, and 
reaches at it as ſomething within the 
power of her preſent attainment 
through the grace of Chriſt, I long 
to be armed with this ſacred courage, 
and to have my heart fortified all 
round with thele divine munitions, 
I would fain be calm and ferene in 
the midſt of buffetings and reproaches, 
and purſue my courle ſteadily toward 
heaven under the banner of faith, 
through all the arrows of {lander and 
malice, Lord Jeſus, I wait for thy 
divine influence to beſtow this grace, 
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and thy divine teaching to put me in a 


A HYMN 


A follower of the lamb, 
And ſhall I fear to own his cauſe, 
Or bluſh to ſpeak his name? 


11. 1 

Muſt I be carried to the ſkies, ö 
On flow'ry beds of eaſe, [ 
While others fought to win the prize, 18 
And ſailed through bloody ſeas? 


A. 
Are there no foes for me to face? 
Muſt I not ſtem the flood ? 
Is this vile world a friend to grace, 


To help me on to God? 


IV. 

Sure I muſt fight, if I would reign, 
Increale my courage, Lord! 

I'l: bear the toil, 5 6 the pain, 


Supported by thy word, 
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V 


ſaints in all this glorious war 
1195 conquer tho' they die; 
They ſee the triumph from afar, 
And ſeize it with their eye. 


VI. 

When that illuſtrious day ſhall riſe, 
And all thy armies ſhine, ID 
In robes of vittory through the ſkies, 

The glory ſhall be thine. 


1 Cor, xvi. 13. 


Stand faſt in the faith, quit you like 
men, be ſtrong. 


THERE is nothing, O my ſoul, in 
all the principles of natural religion, 
that can make the mind brave and no- 
ble, but it receives high n 
and glorious efficacy from 2 
Il would caſt my eyes on the noble 
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patterns of courage in the New Teſta- 
ment, the bleſſed apoſtles, Peter and 
John, when they rejoiced to ſuffer 
ſhame for the ſake of Chriſt their 
Lord, and boldly told the council of 
prieſts, they muſt obey God rather 
than men.—I would look at faint 
Paul, the moſt eminent chriſtian hero; 
behold him in the midſt of the Roman 
ſoldiers, and a multitude of unbeliev- 
ing Jews, acknowledging his exalted 
Saviour before captains and centuri- 
ons, before Agrippa and Felix; and 
with the ſame fortitude of foul, ap- 
pearing before Ceſar at Rome; 1 
am not aſhamed, ſays he, of the 
ul, in goſpel of Chriſt; for he whom 1 
19100, I have truſted in, is almighty to ſup- 
1d no-M port me. I know,“ ſays he, that 
ments bonds and afflictions wait for me, but 
janity. ¶ none of theſe things move me; nei- 
noble ther count I my life dear unto myſelf, 
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that J may finiſh my courſe with 
joy. —The prophets and the apoſ. 


tles, the ancient ſaints and the primi- 
tive martyrs, have given us noble pat. 
terns of this virtue; and why ſhould 
our ſpirits fail, or our lips tremble, it 
we are called to the ſame glorious 
confeſſion? Is not our religion di- 
vine? Is not the goſpel ſtill worthy 
of the ſame honour? Is not our God 
the ſame Almighty? Is not our Re- 
deemer the ſame Jeſus? And does 
not a dying, a riſing, and a reigning 
Saviour deſerve the ſame homage ot 
our tongues, and demand the ſame 
glory at our hands? Not only would 
I look to the great cloud of witneſſes 
that are gone before; but above all to 
Jeſus, the author and finiſher of ou! 
faith. Conſider him, O my ſoul, that 
endureth ſuch contradittion of ſinners 


againſt himſelf, leſt I be weary an 
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faint in my mind; nor ſhould our ſpi- 
- Þ rits fink while we behold his divine 
1- Þ fortitude, Let ſuch an illuſtrious 
. W ſcene animate our ſouls, and inſpire 
ud the fainting believer with new cou- 
nge. 

ous If we are Chriſtians indeed, we are 
d. ſoldiers of Chriſt; we have entered 
thy WE the liſt with all the powers of hell, and 
Jod are we afraid of man, that is a worm? 
Re. ¶ We have ranged ourſelves under the 
does ¶ banner of the Redeemer, and the Re- 


ning deemer's army muſt fight againſt all 
Fe o! Wihe armies of darkneſs and their allies. 
ſame 


If we are chriſtians, what promiſes 
of the divine preſence and help have 
nel®Wye in the Bible? The preſence of 

all tod is an effectual ſupport. Saint 
of 01 WPaul found it ſo; for when all men 
i, tha Worſook him, the Lord ſtood by, and 
linnery lrengthened him. Alas! we are poor 
ry 2 Wteble trembling ſoldiers; our hands 
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98 
hang down, and our faces gather pale- 
neſs; but we dare to confront the ter- 
rors of this world, if we taſte and feel 
ſuch divine encouragements: we 
know that a weak chriſtian can do 
wonders, with an almighty Saviour 
and an all-ſufficient promiſe. Conſi- 
der, O my ſoul, the large and never 
fading crown of glory that awaits the 
conqueror at the end of the chriſtian 
conflict! The honour and triumph, 
thoſe riches of glory, and that everlall- 
ing inheritance, that ſhall be our re- 
ward in the future world, through the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! Let us 
gaze at our crown of life and our im- 
mortal hopes, till we feel our ſouls di- 
vinelyanimated to the combat. Would 
we wiſh to have this {laviſh fear remov- 
ed? Let us apply the remedies of re- 
ligion. If the divine ſpirit concur 


with his bleſſing, the following me- 
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_ thods may be made happily ſucceſsful. 


40 iſt. Let us fee to it, that we are 
chriſtians; indeed fear will prevail 
We over every thing but true faith; and 
this faith muſt be always kept awake 
and lively, if we would raiſe our ſpi- 
rits to a ſublime pitch of holy forti- 
tude: let us brighten our faith and 
hope daily by a frequent examination 
of the frame of our hearts, by watch- 
ful walking before God; by commit- 
ting our ſouls afreſh into'the hands of 
Jeſus and his ſpirit, for pardoning and 
renewing grace, that we may believe 
on juſt and ſolid grounds, that we are 
im- che children of God; and that Jeſus is 


s di- our ſalvation. A lively faith gives di- 
ould vine courage. Faith is a noble ſhield 
mov. Wto ward off fear, and our helmet is the 
of re- hope of ſalvation. 

ncu' WF 24. Let the ſpirit of prayer be al- 
me. Nveys in exerciſe, and the ſpirit of for- 
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titude will deſcend upon us: let us ad. 
dreſs the throne of God with earn. 
eſtneſs and faith, and cry to the 
Lord, the God of our ſalvation, with- 
out ceaſing. Many a feeble chriſtian, 
who has gone to the mercy ſeat trem- 
bling, and almoſt overwhelmed with 
tumultuous fear, has riſen up from his 
knees with a heavenly calmneſs and 
compoſure: the army of his fears has 
vaniſhed at once, and he has gone out 
to face the moſt formidable of his ad- 
verſaries with divine reſolution and 
courage. 

gd. Let us get a greater degree of 
weanedneſs from the fleſh, and from 
all the delights and ſatisfactions that 
belong to this mortal life, and learn to 
put off a little of that ſinful tendernels 
for ſelf, which we brought into the 
world with us: if any will come after 


me, let him deny himſelf, and take UP 
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his croſs and follow me. We muſt go 
as far as we can toward parting with 
right hands and right eyes in every 
ſenſe of the words, it we would be 
chriſtians indeed, 

What progreſs haſt thou made, O 
my ſoul, in acquiring this ſacred for- 
titude? Methinks I feel the want of 
this holy hardineſs of ſoul, to walk 
through the midſt of temptations un- 
moved, unterrified, and undefiled, — 
My virtue and my religion have too 
often ſuffered by the prevailing power 
of a ſlaviſh fear; my conſcience has 
loſt its innocence and peace by too 
many fintul compliances. 

What ſhall I do to harden my ſpi- 
rit all over, that temptation and ſlaviſh 
tear may not find a place to enter? 
For this end I review the glorious mo- 
tives ſet before me; for this end I 
look to the noble army of martyrs'; 


8 
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to the bleſſed ſociety of the apoſtles; 
to the cloud of witneſſes which have 
trode the ſame path before me, who 
have borne an undaunted teſtimony to 
the ſame religion which I profeſs, 
But above all, I ix my eye upon Jeſus 
the divine author of this religion, the 
author and finiſher of my faith, I 
would learn of the captain of my al. 
vation, who was made perfect through 
ſufferings, to endure hardſhips like a 
good ſoldier of Chriſt, while I fight 
under his banner againſt thoſe very e- 
nemies that he hath ſubdued. 

Conſider, my ſoul, what thou art, 
what is thy character and profeſſion. 
It thou art a chriſtian indeed, thou hall 
taken up arms againſt ſin and Satan, 
and a world that is in rebellion againſt 
God.—And ſhall the frown of a man 
make thee: drop thy weapons and dil- 
courage thee from the glorious {er 
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vice? Thou haſt rich encourage. 


ments to expect divine aſſiſtance. 
Many joy ful aſſurances of victory are 
given to them that endure in the day 
of conflict; and a glorious crown 
! ſtands ready for thoſe that overcome. 
O may the crown of glory ſparkle in 
my eye, and grow brighter and larger 
by a nearer view, and a perpetual con- 
| templation of it! Make me forgetful 
of eaſe and health, O my God, and of 
| all my mortal intereſt, while I preſs 
| forward with ſacred courage, to lay 
hold on this crown! Bleſſed Savi- 
| our, make me triumph over every dif- 


ficulty, till death the laſt of all my e- 
nemies be ſubdued, and I have obtain- 
ed the glorious prize, I would ſhake 
myſelf out of my fears, and awaken 
my zeal by ſuch motives as theſe. I 


| will renew my faith and the grounds 


of my hope, that I may know that I 
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am a chriſtian indeed; that I am one 
of the ſheep of Chriſt, and under his 
divine care; and I would watch a- 
gainſt every temptation, leſt I contract 
a new. guilt and defilement, and there- 
by darken my evidences, and awaken 
my fears. I would ſurvey with plea- 
ſure the gracious words of promile, 
which are ſcattered up and down in the 
book of God, O may the bleſled 
Spirit print many of them upon my 
heart, that they may be always pre- 
ſent with me; and that I may find them 
within my reach, and ready at hand as 
a ſpecial cordial in every fainting 
hour! I would run to them, as my 
ſure refuge in every ſeaſon of danger 
and conflict, and be animated to con- 
front a ſinful world. 

Give me, O my God, give me the 
ſpirit of prayer, and let me keep ever 
near to the throne of grace, that my 
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ſoul may not come thither as a ſtran- 
ger; but that in every ſurpriſe I may 
addreſs thee, as a God near at hand; 
and that in the name of my great high 
prieſt, Jeſus the fon of God, I may 
find grace ready to help me in the 
time of need. Wean me, O Lord, 
from all the delights and hopes of 
fleſh and ſenſe! Mortify me to all 
the honours and the joys of a periſh- 
ing life and a vain world! Arm my 
ſoul all over with a religious hardineſs, 
that I may venture into the field of 
battle, and may ſcarce feel the wounds 
which I receive in thy cauſe! 

Surely I have had ſome experience 
of the divine preſence with me in the 
midſt of dangers! God has ſometimes 
diſappointed all my fears, and in- 
terpoſed his ſhield of power and love 
for my defence! Why ſhould not 1 
truſt a faithful God? and that infi- 
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nite goodneſs which I have already 
taſted of? 

I would be bravely prepared for the 
worſt of ſufferings, to which my cir. 
cumſtances in this life may expoſe 
me! TI would be ready to meet con. 
tempt and ſcandal, poverty, ſickneſs, 
and death itſelf! Jeſus can ſupport 
me in the heavieſt diſtreſſes, though all 
the ſorrows I fear ſhould come upon 
me; he can bear me on the wings of 
faith and hope, high above all the tur- 
moils and diſquietudes of life; he can 
carry me through the ſhadow of the 
dark valley, and ſcatter all the terrors 
of it.— Give me, O Lord, theſe wings 
of faith and hope, and bear me upon 
them through all the remains of my 
ſhort journey in the wilderneſs! 
Make me active and zealous in thy 
cauſe, while I live, and convey me 
ſafely, above the reach of fear, throug) 
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the valley of death, to the inheritance 
prepared for me in the land of light. 
Then my fears ſhall ceaſe for ever, 
for enemies and dangers are not 
known in that land: there all our con- 
flicts ſhall be changed into everlaſting 
triumphs, while ſongs of honour and 
ſalvation aſcend in a full choir to the 


grace that has made us overcomers, 
Amen, 


A HYMN. 


WHEN tumults of unruly fear 

Riſe in my heart, and riot there; 

What ſhall I do to calm my breaſt, 

And get the vexing foe ſuppreſt ? 

II, 

What power can theſe wild thoughts 
controul, | 

This ruffling tempeſt of the ſoul? 

Where ſhall I fly in this diſtreſs, 

But to the throne of glorious grace? 
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III, 


My faith would ſeize ſome promiſe, 
Lord; 

There's power and ſafety in thy word: 

Not all that earth or hell can ſay, 

Shall tempt or drive my ſoul away. 


IV. 
I call the days of old to mind, 


When I have found my God was 


kind; 
My heavenly friend is ſtill the ſame; 
Salvation to 1s holy name. 


V. 


Great God, preſerve my conſcience 
clean, 
Waſh me from guilt, forgive my ſin; 
Thy love ſhall guard me from ſurpriſe, 
Thom threatning dangers round me 
riſe ! 
VI, 


When fear like a wild ocean raves, 
Let Jeſus walk upon the waves, 

And ſay, tis I; that heavenly voice 
Shall Ank the ſtorm, and raiſe my 
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Job xxiii. 34. 
O that I knew where I might find him, 


that I maght come even to his ſeat: 


I would order my cauſe before him, 
and fill my mouth with arguments. 


a8 
THERE is ſuch a thing as con- 
verſe with God in prayer; and it is 
the life and pleaſure of a pious ſoul; 
Fs without 1t we are no chriſhans, and 
he that practiſes it moſt, is the beſt 
2 follower of Chriſt. This is the balm 
iſe, 


that eaſes the moſt raging pains of the 
mind, when the wounded conſcience 
comes to the mercy-ſeat, and finds 


F pardon and peace there. This is the 
: cordial that revives and exalts our na- 

de tures, when the ſpirit broken with ſor- 
my . 


rows and almoſt fainting to death, 


draus near to the almighiy Phyſician, 


[ 110 | 
and is healed and refreſhed. The 


mercy-ſeat in heaven is our ſureſt and 
ſweeteſt refuge in every hour of dil- 
treſs and darkneſs on earth, our daily 
ſupport and relief while we are paſſing 
through a world of temptations and 
hardſhips in the way-to the promiſed 
land. It 1s good for us to draw near 
to God; and yet ſo much is human 
nature ſunk down, and fallen from 
God, that even his own children are 
ready to indulge a neglett of converſe 
with him, if their ſouls are not always 
upon the watch: but let us remember, 
that ſo much as we abate of this divine 
entertainment among the vanities or a- 
muſements of the world, the buſineſſes 
or burdens of life, ſo much we loſe of 
the glory and joy of religion, and de- 
prive our ſouls of the comfort that 
God invites us to receive. Job was 
encompaſſed with ſorrows all around, 


1114 


and his friends had cenſured him as a 


vile hypocrite and a great ſinner, be- 
cauſe he was ſo terribly afflicted by 


the hand of God; whither ſhould he 
run now but to his heavenly Father, 
and tell him of all his ſufferings? 
From the practice of this holy man, I 


have ſufhcient warrant to draw this in- 


ference, that when a ſaint draws near 
to God in prayer, he tells him all his 
circumſtances, and pleads for help; 
and this doctrine I would endeavour 
now to improve, O, if I could but 
come near him, even to his ſeat, I 
would order my cauſe before him! I 
would ſpread all my concerns before 
his eye, and I would plead with him 
for relief! I would fill my mouth 
with arguments. When the queſtion 
1s aſked by a carnal man, what can a 
chriſtian talk to God ſo long and ſo of- 
ten about? The chriſtian in a divine 
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frame, anſwers; he hath matter enough 
for converſe with God, to wear out 
time, and to fill up eternity! It may 
well be aſked, what he has not to ſay? 
What 1s there that relates to God or to 
himſelf; to the upper or the lower 
world, that he may not at ſome time 
ſay to his God? If I could but come 
near the mercy-ſeat, I would confeſs 
how great my ſins are, and I would 
pray for pardoning grace. I would 
ſay, how vile I am by nature! 1 
would count my original deſcent from 
Adam, the great tranſgreſſor, and 
humble myſelf at the foot of a holy 
God; becauſe I am the deſcendant of 
ſuch a ſinner! I would tell him how 
much viler I have made myſelf by 
practice; I would tell my God how 
multiplied my tranſgreſſions have been 
betore I knew him ; and how aggravat- 


7 ed they have been ſince I have been 
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acquainted with him, How I have 
ſinned againſt mercies, againſt re- 
proofs, againſt warnings received often 
from his word, and often from his 
providence? I behold, ſays the ſaint, 
the great Atonement, the blood of 
Jeſus; and therefore I may venture to 
confels my great iniquities, for the ſa- 
tisfattion is equal to them all. I am 
ready to conteſs, that my {ins are all 


crimſon and ſcarlet; but there is clean. 


ling blood with thy ſon: blood that 
has waſhed the garments of a thouſand 
ſinners, and made them white as 
ſnow; and it has the ſame virtue ſtill 
to waſh mine too.—lI truſt in it, and 
rejoice when I behold that blood 
ſprinkled. upon the mercy-ſeat; and 
therefore I grow confident in hope, 
and draw yet nearer to God, a recon- 


ciled God, ſince his throne has the 


_— 
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memorials of a bleeding ſacrifice upon 
t.— 


If I could get near the ſeat of God, 
I would tell him how many my ene. 
mies are, and how ſtrong, how mali. 
cious, and how full of rage; and 1 
would beg ſtrength againſt them, and 
victory over them. Then would I 
complain to God of all my indwelling 
corruption of the body, of death that 
dwells in me, or in which 1 dwell, 
and ſay, O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me? I would tell 
him of the ſecret workings of pride in 
my heart; I would acquaint him of 
the vanity of my own mind, though! 
am perpetually endeavouring to ſub- 
due it, I would tell him with tears 
of my ſinful paſſions, of the perpetual 
ſtirrings of diſorders by affettions, 
whereby I am led away from my 
God: I would tell him of the hard- 
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neſs of my heart, and the obſtinacy of 
my temper; I would open before his 
eye all the vices of my conſtitution, 
all thoſe ſecret ſeeds of iniquity, that 
are ever budding and bloſſoming to 
bring forth fruit unto death. I would 
complain of this ſore enemy, the 
world, that 1s perpetually beſetting 
me, that ſtrikes upon all my ſenſes, 
that by the ears, and the eyes, and all 
the outwards faculties draws my heart 
away from God, my beſt friend. —I 
would tell him of the rage of Satan, 
that watchful and malicious enemy; 
that I cannot engage in any duty of 
worſhip, but he is ready to throw in 
ſome fooliſh or vain ſuggeſtion to di- 
vert me; and I would look forward, 
and point to my laſt enemy, Death, 
and beg the preſence of my God with 
me when I walk through the dark 
valley, Lord, when I enter into that 
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conflict, aſſiſt me that I may fear no 
evil, but be made more than a con- 
queror through him that has loved 
me. 

I would mourn, and tell my God 
how little converſe I have with him. 
ſelf, how much he is hidden from me! 
I would complain to him how far off! 
am from him the moſt part of my life! 
How few are the hours of my com- 
munion with him! How ſhort is the 
viſit! How much his face is conceal. 
ed from me! and how far my heart i 
divided from him! I would then cry 
out with bitterneſs, why is God ſo far 
from me? and why is my heart fo far 
fromGod? How often do I wait upon 
him in his own ſanctuary, and among 
his ſaints? but I am not tavoured with 
the fight of his power and glory there! 
And how often do 1 ſeek him in my 
ſecret retirement, but I find him not! 


Lr 


I would tell him how often I read his 
: promiſes in the goſpel, and taſte no 
s ſweetneſs. I go frequently to thoſe 
2 wells of conſolation, and they ſeem to 
be dry; then I turn my face, and go 
away aſhamed! 


I would tell him too of my tem- 


poral troubles, if I get near to God; 
becauſe they unfit me for his ſervice; 
they make me uncapable of honour- 
ing him in the world, and render me 
unfit for enjoying him in his ordi- 
nances. I would tell him how they 
| damp my zeal, how they bow my ſpi- 
rit down, and make me go mourning 


all the day long to the diſhonour of 


| chriſtianity, which is a diſpenſation of 


grace and joy. Thus I might com- 


plain before God of pains and of weak- 


neſs, of the diſorders of the fleſh. I 


| might complain there too of the weak-. 


nels of all my powers, the want of 
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memory, the ſcatterings and confu. 
ſions, that are upon my thoughts, the 
wanderings of my fancy, and the un- 
happy influence that a feeble and dif. 
eaſed body has upon the mind. O my 
God, how am I divided from thee by 
dwelling in fuch a tabernacle! ſtill 
patching up a tottering cottage, and 
waſting my hours in a painful attend- 
ance on the infirmities of the fleth? 
Theſe are my weekly ſorrows and 
groans; theſe are my daily fears and 
troubles, and theſe ſhall be ſpread be- 
fore the eyes of my God, in the happy 
hour when I get near him. 

And I would not go away without 
a word of pity and complaint concern- 
ing my relations, my friends and ac- 
quaintance that are afar off from God: 
I would put in one word of petition 
for them that are careleſs and uncon- 
cerned for themſelves; I would weep 
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u. Ha little at the ſeat of God for them. 
ne Then would I remember my friends 
n. in Chriſt, my brethren and kindred in 
if. che goſpel, ſuch as labour under heavy 
burdens, languiſh under various infir- 
by mities of life, or groan under the power 
inn {Wot ſtrong temptation. When God in- 
nd dulges me with the favour of his ear, I 
ad. Nvould ſpread their wants and ſorrows 
bekore him, together with my own, 
and make ſupplication for all ſaints; 
and I would breathe out many ſigh 
or Z10n, that ſhe may be the joy of 
the whole earth. — What a dull and 
comfortable thing, O my ſoul, is re- 
gion without drawing near to God! 
or this 1s the very buſineſs for which 
eligion is deſigned, It is to little 
Purpoſe, that we join in the fellowſhip 
i the goſpel, and attend many ſeaſons 
prayer: it is to very little purpoſe 
read chapters, and to hear ſermons 


[126 
one day after another, if we have not 
the ſubſtance and powers of godlineſs, 
if our God be not near us, if we never 
get near to God. How happy are we 
under the goſpel above all ages and 
nations! for we have advantages of 
getting near to God beyond what any 
other religion has; we have better 
ordinances and brighter mediums of 
converſe with God, O, how ſhould 
we value our acquaintance with 
Chriſt, and pray earneſtly for his ſpi- 
rit? One makes a way for our com- 
ing near to God, and the other actu- 
ally brings us near. How bleſſed in- 
deed muſt that ſtate of glory be where 
we ſhall be ever near to God, even to 
his ſeat, and have no ſorrows to tell 
him of? It will be a ſweet redoub- 
ling of all the delights of enjoyment 
of heaven, to tell him in the language 


of that world, what infinite ſatisfaction 
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not we feel in his ſociety. O that I could | 
eſs, Þ raiſe my ſoul to bleſſed breathings af- | 
ver ter this felicity; but how infinitely | 
we ſhort muſt the brighteſt deſcriptions 1 
and fall of this ſtate and place! God grant | 
of that I may learn one day the extent 


any and glory of this bleſſedneſs, by ſweet by 
tter and everlaſting experience. Amen. | 
8 of N 
Id [ 
— A HYMN. . 
with | 


O THAT I knew the ſacred place 1 
om. Where I might find my God! , 
atiu- Id ſpread my wants before his face, 


d in- And pour my woes abroad. 
here 11 
en to 


I'd tell him how my ſins ariſe, 


o tell What ſorrows I ſuſtain; 

loub- How grace decays and comfort dies, 
ment And leave my heart in pain. 

guage 


G 


action 
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111. 
I'd ſay, how fleſh and ſenſe rebel! 
What inward foes combine 
Withthe vain world and powers of hell, 
To vex this ſoul of mine! 
Iv. | 
He knows what arguments I'd take, 
To wreſtle with my God; 
I'd plead for his own mercy's ſake, 
And for my, Saviour's blood. 
|; V. 

My God will pity my complaints, 
And heal my broken bones: 
He takes the meaning of his ſaints, 
The language of their groans. 

VI, 
Ariſe my ſoul from deep diſtreſs, 
And baniſh every fear; 
He calls thee to his throne of grace, 
To ſpread thy ſorrows there. 
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1 
It, 1 Cor. iii. 22. i 

: 


Whether liſe or death—all are yours. 


) 1 
COME, my ſoul, who art daily con- 1 

0 verſing with the affairs and concerns 1 
of life: come now and meditate on the 8 

name of Death. It is a name that car- | 

| ries much terror in it to nature. Come 1 
nd ſee whether thou canſt not derive | 

„ bleſfing from it by the inſtructions 4 
of the'goſpel; and the aids of grace.— 4 

Vas! wliat devaſtation has fin made 3 

in our world! It is this that has laid 9 

cities deſolate and fills the graves; it ji 

ce, {Ws this that has corrupted and deſtroy- 9 
Jour natures; it has turned millions li 
f ſtrong and'well-forthed bodies into 1 

vt; it has ruined the moſt beautiful A 
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part of God's lower creation, and is 
ſending thouſands daily to the pit of 
corruption and noiſome darkneſs; it 
is ſin that has filled our nature with 
diſeaſes, and ſown the poiſonous ſeeds 
of mortality and death in every ſon 
and daughter of Adam,—But, O ny 
ſoul, melancholy as this ſcene is, it 
may through divine aſſiſtance be im. 
proved to the beſt intereſt. Haſt thou 
ſeen the vanity of man as a mortal 
dying creature? It is an eaſy matter 
to ſay, alas! „We muſt all die; 
but haſt thou felt the penetrating force 
of this truth, and does it influence thy 
whole conduct? Art thou not fil 
at every turn putting thy confidence 
in one creature or another, whole 
breath is in his noſtrils, and whole 
death diſappoints thy hope ? Or hall 
thou removed thy dependence from 
all creatures to God, and fixed ty 
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| is hope in him, that lives for ever? O 
bleſſed effect of the meditation of 
death! 

Again, haſt thou ſeen the heinous 
| evil of fin in the ſpreading deſolation 
that death has made over this lower 
world? Remember that 1t received 
its commiſſion from the juſtice of God 
im. I almoſt fix thouſand years ago, and 
hou from his law, which fin had broken. 
zrtal The dreadful execution proceeds till 
atter this day, and 1t will proceed till there 
die; be no ſinners upon earth. Sin is the 
orce ſpring of all this havock of the lives 
thy ol men; it is fin that has deſerved all 

(ill Wh theſe tremendous executions of wrath; 
ence and yet, O my ſoul, how often haſt 
choſe WW thou indulged this miſchicf, to play 
choſe about thy boſom like a harmleſs 
r haſt thing! - Come view the diſinal effects 
from of it in the death of millions, and 
| thy bern to haſte and renounce it for 
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ever. It is no ſmall evil that could 
awaken the indignation of God at this 
rate; and diffuſe it ſo widely over ſo 
large and ſo glorious a part of his 
creation, as the whole nature and 
race of man. Again, I would in- 
quire, has the death of mankind taught 
me effettually, that I muſt fhort!y 
die? And have 1 been excited to 
make a ſuitable proviſion for this aw- 
ful and important hour, ſince I mull 
not, I cannot eſcape it? 

Not only the death of mankind in 
general, but the death of wicked men 
may inftru& me in ſome uſeful leſſons 
too. Here I learn how God reſcues 
his children from the rage of opprel- 
ſors, when he ſmites them down to 
death, and lays all their fury ſilent i 
the duſt, Thus death itſelf becomes? 
deliverer to the ſaints, by deſtroying 
their cruel perſecutors. 
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T'learn alfo, that when early or ſud. 
den death has ſeized a bold finner, it 
is a loud warning word to all his com- 
panions, When 1 ſee ſuch terrible 
examples in the courſe of Providence, 
tet my ſoul ſtand in awe and fear: and 
it God has diſtinguiſhed me by his 
mercy, if he has made me one of his 
own children, and prepared me for 
dying, when he ſummonſes others away 
unpardoned, unfanttified, unprepared, 
let all my powers be excited to bleſs 
the name of the Lord for his ſaving 
love! I was alſo a child of wrath, 
but divine grace has made the differ. 
ence: it is grace that has fnatched me 
from the brink of the pit of deſtruc- 
tion, and is training me up for hea- 
ven, And white 1 adore thy diſtin- 10 
guiſhing mercy, O my God, to me, 1 ũ k 
would pity and pray for poor heedleſs 4" 
and regardleſs finners, that are follo W- 
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ing one another in a diſmal ſucceſſion 
down to the gates of death. O may 
their eyes and ſouls be awakened in 
their day of life, and hope, leſt death 
feize them, and ſend them farther 
down to everlaſting darkneſs and deſ- 
pair! | 
But if ſuch leſſons as theſe may be 
derived from the death of ſinners, how 
much more benefit may be drawn 
from the dying hours of a ſincere 
chriſtian; eſpecially if his heart be 
ſtrong, and faith lively? Here I ſee 
the goſpel of Chriſt in ſome of its 
power and glory, when I ſee a chril- 
tian under all the weakneſſes and lan- 
guiſhings of nature; meeting death 
without terror, and overcoming his 
laſt enemy by the blood of the Lamb. 
I ſee the ſaint all ſerene, and peaceful 
even in the agonies of dying nature, 
and amidſt the ſorrows of lamenting 
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on friends: he has heaven in view, and 
ay he bids farewell to earth with holy joy. 
in Shall I not imitate the faith and holi- 
uh neſs of his hfe, which laid a founda- 
er tion for ſo peaceful and glorious a 
of. death? Do I not feel my foul a lit- 


tle more weaned from the world, 
be ſince ſuch a pious friend has left it? 
Has not death loſt ſome of its fright- 
ful appearances ſince I have actually 
ſeen it conquered? Do I not feel my 
heart panting and breathing toward 
the ſociety above, ſince I have another 
friend gone thither? Does it not ſeem 
a more eaſy thing to me to lay down 
this tabernacle, to part with fleſh and 
blood, and to venture into thoſe un- * 
ſeen regions, ſince I have beheld my 
tellow chriſtian go before me? He 
has made the great and ſolemn expe- 
riment, and ſurely I ſhould have cou- 
rage to follow! He has given evident 
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proof, that there is a ſacred power in 
the goſpel], the promiſes, and the 
grace of God, to conyey the ſoul ſafe 
through the dark ſhadow of death, 
without ſurpriſe and conſternation.— 
And has not my ſoul the ſame rich 
encouragements, the ſame promiſes of 
grace, and the ſame goſpel of hope? 
O my Redeemer and my Lord, hear 
a humble ſuppliant! Influence my 
ſoul by thy rich grace, to keep my 
faith awake! my conſcience unde- 
fled, and my evidences for heaven 
ever bright and clear; and when my 
appointed hour comes, that ſolemn 
and final hour, let me die the death of 
the, righteous, and my departure be 
like his! 

Is death an enemy to nature, and 
does it carry terror in the name? Yet 
lince thou haſt, ſubdued this enemy, 
and, taken it captiva to ſerve the pur- 


| j 281 } 
poſe of thy love; ſince thou haſt num- 
bered it, and written it down among 
the poſſeſſions of thy people.—Since 
thou has taught ſo many of thy fol- 
lowers to triumph over it, let me alſo 
bleſs Jeſus; let me be enabled to meet 
it with holy fortitude and a lively 

hope! O let me follow the footſteps 
of the flock into the world of ſpirits, 
with a ſacred pleaſure, though it be 
through a dark paflage! And, as thoſe 
who went before me, have taught me 
to dare to die, ſo let my dying mo- 
ments encourage thoſe who come after 
me, to venture into death at thy call, 
without terror and without reluctance. 
Amen. 
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A HYMN. 
Has death ſuch vaſt deſtruction made? 
Does every hour increaſe the dead? 


1325 
Here I behold the guilt of ſin, 
That brought this ſpreading miſchief 


in, 
II, 
Great God! how awful, and how 
Juſt | 


Thy law, that turns our fleſh to duſt ! 
O let me learn how frail am I, 
And all my life prepare to die! 

III. 
When impious wretches yield their 

breath, 

And go unpardoned down to death; 
Awake, my ſoul, adore the grace, 
That gave thee a repenting ſpace! 

IV. 
But when a ſaint with cheerful air, 
Meets his laſt foe, and feels no fear: 
Our faith, our hope, and courage 

grow, 

We learn to face the tyrant too.— 
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v. 
We could renounce our all things 
here, 


And wiſh that moment would appear 

When we ſhall leave this world and 
riſe 

To meet the joys above the ſkies. 


* 


1 Cor. iii. 22. 


1 Whether life or death—all are yours, 

YES, O my ſoul, formidable as the 
name of death 1s, in all its appearances, 
it may furniſh the mind of a believer 
with ſome ſacred leſſons of truth or 
| holineſs. When it appears in the ex- 
tent of its dominion, and bringing all 
| mankind down to the duſt; when it 
lays hold on an impenitent ſinner, 
and fills his fleſh and ſoul with a- 
gonies; when it aſſaults a ſaint, and 


ge 
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is conquered by faith; when it makes 
a wide ravage amoug our acquaintance, 
when it enters into our families, and 
takes away our near and dear relatives 
from the midſt of us; ſtill the chriſtian 
may reap ſome divine advantage by 
it. But can our death be ever turned 
into a bleſſing too? Nature thinks it 
had to learn ſuch a leffon as this. Can 
that be a bleſſing which turns this ac- 
tive and beautiful engine of the body 
into loathſome clay? which cloſes 
theſe eyes in long darknefs, and de- 
prives us of every ſenſe? Can death 
become a bleſſing to us, which cuts us 
off from all converſe with the fun and 
moon, and that rich variety of ſenſi- 
ble objects which, furniſh out ſuch de- 
light ful ſcenes all around us, and en- 
tertain the whole animal creation! 
Can that be a bleſſing which divides 
aſunder thoſe two intimate friends, the 
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fleſh and ſpirit? that ſends one of them 
to the noiſome priſon of the grave, 


and hurries away the other into un- 


know regions? Yes, the goſpel of 


Chriſt has power and grace enough in 
it to take off all theſe gloomy appear- 
ances from death, and to illuminate 
the darkeſt fide of it with various 
luſtre. So the fun paints the faireſt 


colours upon the blackeſt cloud; and 
| while the thick dark ſhower is deſ- 
| cending, it entertains our eyes with 
all the beauties of the rainbow. A 
| moſt glorious type and ſeal of the co- 
{ venant of grace, that can give a pleaſ- 
ing aſpe&t to death itſelf, and fpread 
ght and pleaſure over the dark ſome 


grave! 
Is death, become ours through the 


| grace of the covenant? Let us then 
| learn to ſhame ourſelves out of our 


weakneſſes; and unreaſonable fears: 
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let us talk to ourſelves in the lan- 
guage of faith. Why, O, my ſoul, 
why art thou afraid to Jet this body 
die? Haſt thou not endured labours 
and trials enough, and art thou un- 
willing to come to the end of them? 
Haſt thou not yet been tempted c- 
nough? Haſt thou not been {oiled 
too often, and too often thrown down 
in the conflict? Think of the many 
wounds of conſcience, the bruiſes of 
thy ſpirit, the defilement of thy gar- 
ments, and the loſs of thy purity and 
peace. Canſt thou bear that all theſe 
ſhould be repeated again and again! 
Art thou unwilling this war ſhoul! 
have an end? Art thou afraid of vic- 
tory and triumph? What doſt thou 
labour and fight for? Doſt thou no! 
run to obtain the prize? Doſt thou 
not wreſtle and fight to gain the 
crown? And haſt thou not courage 
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enough to go acroſs the dark valley, 
to take poſſeſſion of this crown and 
this prize? 

Think, O my ſpirit, think of thy 
painful ignorance whilit thou dwelleſt 
in this region of ſhadows, Is not 
knowledge thy natural and delicious 
food? Haſt thou not lived long e- 
nough in darkneſs, and been involved 
too long in miſtakes and errors? And 
art thou afraid of the borders of that 
world, where light and knowledge 
grow, and where truth and realities 
| appear all unvailed? Has it not been 
| the matter of thy ſacred mourning, 
that thy God is fo much concealed 
| from thee, that greateſt and beſt of 
| Beings? That the Son of God, the 
brightneſs of the Father's glory, is ſo 
much a ſtranger, and thy Saviour is 
ſo little known ? And haſt thou not, 
O my ſoul, ſinned enough, and broken 
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the laws of God enough already? Haft 
thou not brought guilt enough and 
grief enough upon thyſelf, that thou 
art afraid of a ſtate of perfect holineſs? 
What is it that has given thee ſuch in. 
ward pain at the perpetual working of 
thy native iniquity? What is it that 
has made thee cry out, —O wretched 
creature that I am! who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this death? from 
the temptations and fins which are 
mingled with fleth and blood? And 
art thou afraid to have thy groans end- 
ed, thy complaints removed, and thy 
deliverance appear? Art thou un- 
willing to accept of the releaſe? Doſt 
thou {hrink back from the fight of the 
Deliverer? Has not thy faith often 
feen the ſpirits of the juſt made per. 
fect, ſtanding before the throne, re- 
, Joicing before God, worſhipping in 
the complete beauty of holineſs? And 
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has not thy faith awakened thy deſires 
and thy ſacred wiſhes? O that I 
were in the midſt of them! Why 
then art thou ſo unwilling to leave 
this body of fin and darknels, and tg 
go out of this troubleſome and impure 
priſon, into that glorious world, that 
bleſſed aſſembly, and to worſhip a- 
mongſt them without imperfection 
and without wearineſs? Conſider, 
O my ſoul, are thy complaints of 
indwelling corruption ſincere? Why 
then art thou afraid to let this taberna- 
cle be diſſolved, and to gain a bleſſed 
releaſe from theſe inbred and reſtleſs 
enemies? Has not the luſtre of per- 

fe&t holineſs attraction and force e- 
nough in it to awaken thy longings, 
and ſtretch thy wings for a flight to 
heaven ? Remember alſo, whilſt thou 
art here, and art often ſinning, many 
of the threatnings of God in his word, 
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ſtand bent againſt thee: his arrows 
ſometimes ſtick in thy fleſh, and pierce 
thy very ſoul. I confeſs theſe are not 
the ſword of his vindictive juſtice : thy 
afflictions are but the corrections of 
his rod; But it 1s better to dwell in 
that world where thou ſhalt feel no ſuch 
correcting ſtrokes, and deſerve chaſ- 
tiſement no more. The Lord thy 
God ſhall lay aſide every frown, and 
remove his anger for ever. Thy beſt 
life now 1s to live upon the promiſe, 
But does not all the excellency of a 
promiſe conſiſt in the hope of pertorm- 
ance? And is not the performance 
then ſo much better than the promiſe 
ſelf? Is not poſſeſhon better than 
hope? Is it not much more agree- 
able to dwell in the houſe of God tor 
ever, than only to make a viſit to it 
now and then? Is it not infinitely 
better to be fixed in a ſtate of perfect 
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felicity, without the leaſt tear or ap- 
prehenſion of loſing it, to be a pillar 
in the temple of thy God, and go no 
more out!—Think again, haſt thou 
not ſuſtained ſufficient pains and ſor- 
rows both of fleſh and mind in this 
lower world? Death ſhall put an end 
to them all: and art thou unwilling to 
have a full releaſe from ſorrow and 
pain? Has this fleſh of thine been 
complained of fo often as thy clog and 
thy painful priſon? And art thou a- 
fraid to have thy fetters knocked off? 
Has not thy body given thee ſmart and 
anguiſh enough? And has it not 
temped thee enough away from thy 
God and thy trueſt happineſs ?— 

It is true, the mere deſire of caſe 
ſhould not be the chief reaſon why 
thou ſhould deſire death; nor ſhouldſt 
thou ſeek it with an impatient ſpirit. 


It is thy duty to bear ſufferings and 
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ſorrows with holy patience, as a good 


ſoldier of Chriſt. It is thy duty to a- 
bide in thy poſt during his pleaſure, to 
fill up the hours with ſervice, and to 


fuſtain the fatigues and burdens of the 


mortal ſtate to the glory of God thy 
Saviour. — But he does not require 


that thou ſhouldf fall in love with a 


ſtate of guilt and pam; a ſtate that has 
fo much ſin and temptation in it. He 
givesthee leave to groan after the hour 
of releaſe and deliverance. 

In the heavenly country every com- 
paniom is an everlafting friend, and al! 
thy dear and pious kindred, who are 
departed, have put off every thing, that 


once made thee” or them uneafy.— 


They are far better company above 
than ever they were or could be here 
on earth: and doſt thou not want to ſee 
them in their beſt raiment of grace and 
glory, and to hold communion: with 
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them in the pureſt intercourſes of 


love? 

But there are ſtill ſweeter allure- 
ments to a holy foul. God, even thy 
God dwells in the midſt of his ſaints 
on high; and that in the full glories of 
his love. Jefus the Saviour whom 
thou haſt known, and whom thou haſt 
loved, though thou haſt never ſeen 
him— Jeſus is Lord of that country; 
he waits for thee there. God himſelf 
dwells there, as the fountain of felicity, 
and ſhall be no more abſent from 
thee.— Thou ſhalt no more complain 
of the withdrawings of the light of his 
countenance; or the ſhort viſits of his 
grace. Thou ſhalt ſit ſolitary no more, 
nor mourn under the dark eclipſes of 
the ſun of righteouſneſs. It is the 


pleaſure: of that heaven thou hopeſt 


tor, to be for ever with thy Lord, to 
bebold his. glory, to ſee him as he is, 
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and to be like him; and wilt thou not 
enter in at the gate into the new Jeru- 
ſalem, when he calls thee? but trem. 
ble and ſtart backward, becauſe there 
is a ſhort dark valley that lies on this 
ſide of it ?— 

Remember, O my ſoul, death .is 
thine; there is nothing in that dark 
valley ſhall hurt thee: lift up thy head, 
ariſe and ſhake thyſelf out of the dull, 
Let thy faith take a ſweet proſpett 
over the hills of time, and beyond the 
vale of death: look far into the invili- 
ble world, and baniſh all thy fears un- 
der the ſtrong allurement of the joys 
that are prepared for thee; wait wich 
pleaſure for the hour of thy departure, 
and rejoice and triumph when the d. 
vine meſſage ſhall come. While thou 
continueſt here, life is thine; when 
thou goeſt hence, death is thine; 
things preſent and things to come die 
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of Þ dune; and the inviſible world, to 
u- W which thou art haſtening, has everlaſt- 
m. ing joys in reſerve for thee; heaven it- Mi 
ere ſelt is thine, heaven is the inheritance 
his Fork all the ſaints: the glories laid up 

there are waiting for thy poſſeſſion. 

be diſſolution of thy earthly taberna- } 
lark cle ſhall convey thee into the midſt of il 
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cad, them. — Awake, ariſe, and meet the 
lu, happy moment when thou ſhalt be un- 


dreſſed of this ſinful fleſh and blood. 
O let theſe defiled garments ever fit 


pett 
M1 
looſe about thee, that they may be caſt i | 


| the 


wifi 


; un- Noff without pain and regret. Go, my it g 
joys ſoul, at the ſummons of thy God and bl | 
with Father; and when the ſymptoms of 1 | 
ture, Nying nature ſhall ſay, * Hark, he il 
ie di. FſFalleth thee,” let thy faith, and thy love, it 
thou end thy joy anſwer, * Lord, I come”. jt | 
| 


when o, my ſoul, at the invitation of thy 


thine; Nedeemer, at the voice of thy beloved. 11 

ne ue Behold, he appears, he comes: 80 N | 
| 
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forth and meet bim, drop this fleſhly 
cloathing with holy delight: ale, Do 
put on thy beautiful garments and 4 
ſhine; for the glory of the Lord is i. . 
ſing upon thee; go ſhine among the 
ſpirits of the juſt made perfect: thy- 
ſelf a ſpirit releaſed from earth, and di- 
veſted of all imperfections. O happy 
farewell to life and time! O glorious 


entrance into immortality ! 
A HYMN. 
Whe 
Do fleſh and nature dread to die? W 
And timorous thoughts our minds 
enſlave? Ws For e 
But grace can raiſe our hopes on high, W. 
And quell the terrors of the grave. 
11. 


What? ſhall we run to gain the crown, No me 
Feet grive to think the goal ſo near! Or 
Afraid to have our labours done, Or for 

And finiſh this important war? Anc 


1 147 J 
111. 


Do we not dwell in clouds below, 
And little know the God we love? 

Why ſhould we like this twilight ſo, 
When tis all noon in worlds above? 


IV, 


There ſhall we ſee him face to face; 
There ſhall we know the great Un- 
known: 
And Jeſus, with his glorious grace, 
Shines in full light amidſt the 
throne, | | 


V 


When we put off this fleſhly load, 
| We're from a thouſand miſchiefs 
free; 
For ever preſent with our God, 


high, Where we have long'd and wiſh'd 


WA to be. 
VI, 
crown, No more ſhall pride or paſſion riſe, 
ear! Or envy fret, or malice roar; 
by Or ſorrow mourn with downcaſt eyes, 
5 And ſin defile our ſouls no more. 
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[148 ] 
VI1, 
'Tis beſt, 'tis infinitely beſt, 


To go where tempters cannot come, 


Where ſaints and angels ever bleſt, 
Dwell, and enjoy their heavenly 
home. 


VIII, 


O for a viſit from my God! 
To drive my fears of death away, 
And help me thro' this darkſome road, 
To realms of everlaſting day. 


—_—= 


Rev. x. 3, 0. 


And the angel which I ſaw ſtand upon 
the ſea and upon the earth, lifted uf 
his hand to heaven, and fware by 
him that liveth for ever and ever, — 
that there ſhould be time no longer. 


THIS is the oath and the ſolemn 
ſentence of a mighty angel that cam: 
down from heaven; and by the de. 
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449 
ſeription of him in the firſt verſe, he 
ſeems to be the angel of God's pre- 
ſence, in whom is the name of God, 
even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
who pronounced and ſware, that time 
ſhould be no longer, 
Let us ſtand ſtill here, and conſider 
ia what av ful and important thoughts are 
. contained in this ſentence! What ſo- 
lemn ideas ſhould ariſe to the view of 
mortal creatures, when 1t ſhall be pro- 
nounced concerning each of them, 
that time ſhall be no more. 
The time of the recovery of our na- 
n ture from its ſinful and wretched ſtate 
-d uſ WM ſhall be no longer: we come into this 
re ) world fallen creatures, children of ini- 
e- quity and heirs of death: we have loſt 
ver. che image of God who made us; nor 
can we ever be made truly happy till 


wy the image of the bleſſed God be re- 
ah ſtored upon us; till we are made holy 
ze de. 


H 3 
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as he is holy; till we have a divine 
change paſſed upon us, whereby we 
are created anew, and reformed in 
heart and practice. Of what infinite 
importance is it there to be frequently 
awakening ourſelves to inquire, whe- 
ther this image of God is begun to be 
renewed? Whether we have this 
glorious change wrought in us? Whe- 
ther our deſires and delights are fixed 
upon holy and heavenly things inſtead 
of thoſe ſenſual and earthly objects 
which draw away our ſouls from God 
and her en? Let it appear to us a 
matter of utmoſt moment, to ſeek aſter 
this change : let us purſue it with un- 
wearied diligence, and ftrivings with 
our own hearts, and perpetual unpor- 
tunities at the throne of grace; leſt the 
voice of him who ſwears that there 
ſhall be time no longer, ſhould leize 
us in ſome unexpected moment; and 


L 1610 
leſt he ſware in his wrath concerning 
us, let him that 1s unholy, be wy 
full. 
Of what infinite importance is it, 0 
my ſoul, to be ever ready for the end 


of time! Ready to hear this awful 
ſentence confirmed with the oath of 
the glorious angel, that time ſhall be 
no longer! The terrors or the com- 
torts of a dying bed depend upon it; 
the ſolemn and deciſive voice of judg- 
ment depends upon it ; thejoys and the 
terrors of a long eternity depend upon 
it; a due ſenſe of time haſtening to its 
period wilt furniſh us with perpetual 
new occaſion of holy meditation. Do 
J obſerve the declining day, and the 
ſethng ſun ſinking into darknefs? So 
declines the day of life, the hours of 
labour, and the feaſon of grace.” O 
may I finiſh my appointed work with 
honour ere the light is fled! May 1 
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improve the ſhining hours of grace ere 
che ſhadows of the evening overtake 
me, and my time of working is no 
more 

Lo I ſee the moon gliding along 
through midnight, and fulfiling her 
ſtages in the duſky ſky ? Thus planet 
alſo is meaſuring out my life, and 
bringing the number of my months to 
their end! May I be prepared to take 
leave of the ſun and moon, and bid a- 
dieu to theſe viſible heavens and all 
the twinkling glories of them! Theſe 
are all but the meaſurers of my time, 
and haſten me on towards eternity: 

Am I walking in a garden, and 
ſtand ftill to obſerve the flow motion 
of the ſhadow upon a dial there, it 
paſſes over the hour-lines with an im- 
perceptible progreſs; yet it will touch 
the laſt line of daylight ſhortly. So 
my hours and my moments move on- 
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ward with a ſilent pace; but they will 
arrive with certainty at the laſt limit, 
how heedleſs ſoever I am of their mo- 
tion, and how thoughtleſs ſoever I 
may be of the improvement of time or 
of the end of it! 

Does a new year commence, and 
the firſt morning of it dawn upon me ? 
let me remember that I have one year 
the leſs to travel through this world, 
and to fulfil the various ſervices of a 
travelling ſtate, May my diligence in 
duty be doubled, ſince the number of 
my appointed years 1s diminiſhed ! 
Do I find a new birth-day in my ſur- 
vey of the Calendar, the day wherein I 
entered upon the ſtage of mortality, 
and was born into this world of ſins, 
frailties and ſorrows, in order to my 
probation for a better ſtate-—Bleſſed 
Lord; how much have I ſpent already 
of this mortal life! This ſeaſon of my 
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probation! and how little am I prepar. 
ed for that happier world! How un- 
ready for my dying moments! I am 
haſtening hourly to the end of the life 
of man, which began at my nativity, 
Am I yet born of God? Have I be- 
gun the life ofa ſaint? Am ] prepar- 
ed for that awful day which ſhall de- 
termine the namber of my months on 
earth? Am I fit to be born into the 
world of ſpirits, through the ftrait 
gate of death? Am I renewed in all 
the powers of my nature, and made 
meet to enter into that unſeen world, 
where there ſhall be no more of theſe 
revolutions of days and years? but 
one eternal day fills up all the ſpace 
with divine pleaſure, or one eternal 
night with long and deplorable dil- 


treſs and darkneſs! 
When I fee a friend expiring, ot 
the corps of my neighbour convey! 


455.4 
to the grave: alas! their months and 
minutes are all determined, and the 
ſeaſons of their trial are finiſhed for 
ever; they are gone to their eternal 
home, and the ſtate of their ſouls is 
fixed unchangeably! The angel that 
has ſworn their time ſhall be no long- 
er, has concluded their hopes, or has 
finiſhed their fears; and, according to 
the rules of righteous judgment, has 
decided their miſery or happineſs for 
a long immortality : take this warning, 
O my ſoul, and think of w Own re- 
moval.— 

O the painful and ae igno- 
rance of the ſons and daughters of 


men, that are ſent hither on a trial for 


eternity, and yet know not how to 
= away their time! O that theſe 
oiterers would once confider that 


time Joiters not, days and hours, 
months and years loiter not; each of 
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them flies away with ſwifteſt wing, as 
faſt as ſucceſſion admits of, and bears 
them onward to the goal of eternity! 
The awful moment is haſtening upon 
them, which ſhall teach them terribly 
the true value of time. Then they 
would give all the golden pleaſures of 
this world to purchaſe one ſhort day 
more, or one hour of time wherein 
they might repent and return to God, 
and get within the reach of hope and 
ſalvation. But time, and ſalvation, 
and hope are all yaniſhed, and fled and 
gone out of their reach for ever! 

O that we who have already loſt 
much time, may begin now to do 
what in us lies to regain it by double 
diligence in the matters of our ſalva- 
tion, leſt the voice of the archangel 
ſhould finiſh our time of trial, and call 
us to judgment before we are prepar- 
ed. What time lies before us for this 
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8 double improvement, God only knows; 
O the meaſure of our days 1s with him, 
4 and every evening the number is di- 
n miniſhed. Let not the riſing ſun up- 
ly braid you with continued negligence; 
ey let the thoughts of our paſt condutt be 
of ſuch an effettual weight on our hearts, 
ay as to keep us ever vigorous in preſent 
in duty: ſince we have been ſo long and 
dd, loitering in our chriſtian race in time 


nd WW paſt, let us take larger ſteps daily, and 
ſtretch all the powers of our ſouls to 
haſten towards the crown and the 
prize. Let us hearken to the voice of 
God in his word with ſtronger atten- 
tion and zeal to profit. Pray to a 
long ſuffering God with double fer- 
vency; cry aloud and give himno reſt, 
till our ſinful ſouls are changed into 
penitence, and renewed to hohneſs ; 
till we have ſome good evidence of our 
lincere love to God, and unfeigned 
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faith in his ſon Jeſus : that when days 
and months are no more, we may enter 
into the region of everlaſting light and 
peace. 

O bleſſed creatures! who have ſo 
happily improved the time of life and 
day of grace, as to obtain the reſtora. 
tion of the image of God in ſome de- 
gree on their ſouls, and to recover the 
favour of God through the goſpel of 


Chriſt, for which end time was be- ne 
ſtowed upon them. They have re- Nl 
viewed their follies with ſhame in the L 
land of hope, and are become new | 
creatures, and their lips and their lives Ink, 


declare the divine change. Happy 
ſouls indeed, who have ſo valucd 
time, as not to let it run off in trifles, 
but have obtained treaſures more va- 
luable than that time which is gone, 
even the riches of the covenant d A 
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oy e and the hopes of an eternal in- 
eritance in glory! Amen. 


A HYMN. 


THEE we adore, eternal name! 
And humbly own to thee, 

How feeble is our mortal frame, 
What dying worms are we! 


II, 


Our waſting lives grow ſhorter ſtill, 
As years and days increaſe; 

And every beating pulſe we tell, 
Leaves but the number leſs. 


III, 


Infinite joy or endleſs woe, 
Attends on every breath; 
And yet how unconcerned we go, 


Juſt on the brink of death! 


Va- IV. Bri” 
one, Waken, O Lord, our drowſy ſenſe, 
+ of Io walk this dangerous road; 

And if our ſouls are hurried hence, 


May they aſcend to God! 
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bles 
| with 
Luke xn. 37. Je 


Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants whom the to ſh 
Lord when he cometh TW ind lives, 


walching. laſt d 
VARIOUS and well choſen are at an 
thoſe parables, whereby our Saviour Th 


gave warning to his diſciples, that I Lord 
when he was departed from this ther 
world, they ſhould ever be upon their whet] 
guard, and always ready to receive morn 
him at his return; becauſe he would is this 
come on a ſudden, and in ſuch an petual 
hour as they thought not, to demand men. 

an account of their behaviour, and to expec 
diſtribute his recompences according ed, lil 
to their works. — As Chriſt may be our lat 
ſaid to come to us by the meſſages or door ; 

ſummons cf death, ſo the many ſo- him as 
lemn writings and commands of bleſſed 
watchfulneſs which attend theſe nd tian W. 
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bles of Chriſt, have been uſually and 


with good reaſon applied to the hour 
of death alſo, for then the Lord comes 


he to ſhut up the ſcene of each of our 

ad lives, our works are then finiſhed, our 
laſt day is come, and the world is then 

_ at an end with us. 

ng The parable aſſures us that our 


lat Lord will certainly come, but whe- 
his ther at the ſecond or third watch, 
whether at midnight or near the 
morning is unknown to us; and it 
is this which renders the duty of per- 
petual watchfulneſs ſo neceſſary to all 


n 

2 men. Let when ever he comes, he 
| to expects we ſhould have our loins gird- 
ing ed, like ſervants fit for buſineſs, and 
be WW our lamps burning to attend him at the 


door; and that we be ready to receive 


or 
ſo. him as ſoon as he knocks, Peace and 
of bleſſedneſs attend the watchful chriſ- 


tian whenever his Lord cometh. Bleſ- 
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fed is that ſervant, whom when his 
Lord cometh, he ſhall find watching, 
Let us confider wherein the character 
of a watchful chriſtian conſiſts. He 
is awake from the fleep of death, and 
made ſpiritually alive: he hath the 
work of vital religion begun in hi 
heart. He is awake from the ſleep 
of thoughtleſſneſs and indolence: he 
is ſolicitous to know his own ſlate, 
and hath good hope through grace : he 
lives in the view of heavenly things, 
and keeps his eye open to future and 
eternal glories —He is awake from 
the ſleep of ſecurity: he is upon hi 
guard againſt every danger, and ready 
to receive every alarm: he is awake 
from the ſleep of ſlothfulneſs, and i 
active in the purſuit of the glory of 
his God, and his own eternal intercl, 
and ſtill preſſes toward the mark to od: 
tain the prize. This is the ſoul thats 
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ws ready to meet a returning Saviour, 
g. and to meet his Lord when he comes, 
er either at the hour of death, or to the 
le general judgment. He hath endea- 
nd voured to ſecure to himſelf an in- 
the tereſt in the love of God through the 
hu faith and love of Jeſus the bleſſed Me- 
diator; and at death he is fixed for ever 
he in their love. He hath loved God in 
ate, time, and in this viſible world, and 
he there is nothing in all the unſeen 
19s, worlds, nothing through all the ages 
and of eternity ſhall ever ſeparate him 
ron from the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
his his Lord. How dangerous and un- 


* 


ach happy are the circumflances of thoſe 
vake WW whom we hope have begun religion 
dein good earneſt, and are made ſpiritu- 
y 0 ally alive, but have indulged them- 


# ſelves in drowſinefs, and worn out the 
latter end of their days in a careleſs, 
| ſecure, and flothful frame, If they 
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have had the principle of vital religion 
wrought in their hearts, yet by theſe 
criminal flumbers they darken or loſe 
their evidences of grace; and by this 
means they cut themſelves off from 
the ſweet reflettions and comforts of 
it on a dying bed, when they have 
moſt need of them. They know not 
whether they are the children of God 
or no; and are in anxious confuſion 
and diſtreſſing fear. They have ſcarce 
any plain proof of their converſion to 
God, and the evidences of true chril- 
tianity ready at hand, when all are 
little enough to ſupport their ſpirits, 


ſearch for them by ſelf-inquiry, and 
to keep them in light, and therefore 
they are miſſing in this important 
hour. They have given too gret 
and criminal an indulgence to the vai 


and worldly cares, or the trifling is K 
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amuſements of this life. Theſe have 
e engroſſed almoſt all their thoughts and 
their time, and therefore in the day of 


5 death they fall under terrors and pain- 
f ful apprehenſions of a doubtful eter- 
* nity juſt at hand. If we have not 
4 walked cloſely with God in this 


od $ world, we may well be afraid to ap- 
pear before him in the next. If we 


on | 

ce have not maintained a conſtant con- 
i» I verſe with Jeſus our Saviour, by holy 
= | Exerciſes of faith and hope, it is no 


wonder, if we are not ſo ready with 
cheerfulneſs and joy to reſign our de- 
. parting ſpirits into his hand. It is 
poſſible, we may have a right to the 
inheritance of heaven, having had 
ſome ſight of it by faith, as revealed 
in the goſpel, having in the main 
choſen it for our portion, and ſet our 
feet in the path of holineſs that leads 
to it; but we have ſo often wandered 
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out of the way, that in this awful and 
ſolemn hour we ſhall be in doubt, 
whether we ſhall be received at the 
gate, and enter into the city,—Such 
unwatchful chriſtians can never ex- 
pect any peculiar favours from heaven 
at the hour of death: no ſpecial vili- 
tations of the comforting Spirit; nor 


that the love of God and the joy of 


his preſence ſhould attend them 
through the dark valley; it is not to 
ſuch unwatchful or fleepy chriſtians 
that God is wont to vouchſafe his 
choiceſt conſolations. 

The unwatchful chriſtian at the 
hour of death has the pain and an- 
guiſh of refle&ting, that he has omit- 
ted many duties to God and man, and 
theſe can never be performed now. 
Alas! I have brought forth but little 


fruit to God, and it is well if I be not 


caſt away as an unprofitable ſervant 


now. 
little 
e not 
vant. 


[167] 
My talents have lain bound up in ruſt, 
or been but poorly employed, whilſt I 
have lain ſlumbering and unactive. 
The records of my life in the court of 
heaven will ſhew but very little ſer- 
vice for God amongſt men; I have 
raiſed few monuments of praiſe to my 


Redeemer, and I can never raiſe them 


now. I ſhall have but few teſtimonies 


for my love and zeal to appear in the 


great day of account, when the mar- 
tyrs, and the confeſſors, and the lively 
chriſtians ſhall be ſurrounded with the 
lively enſigns of their victories over 
in and the world, and their glorious 
lervices for their Redeemer, —Wretch 
that I am! that I have loved my Lord 
at ſo cold a rate; and lain ſlumbering 
on a bed of eaſe, whilſt I ſhould have 
been fighting the battles of the Lord, 
and gaining daily honours for my Sa- 


viour. 
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As ſuch ſort of chriſtians give but come; 
little glory to God in life, ſo they do only to 
him no honour in death. They are every © 
no ornaments to religion while they 
continue here, and leave perhaps but 
little comfort with their friends when 
they go hence. It is a glory to the 
goſpel when we can lie down, and die W while th 
with courage in the hope of its pro- have we 
miſed bleſſedneſs; it is an honour toMin floth 
our common faith when it overcomes high tin 
the terrors of death, and raiſes the now js © 
chriſtian to a ſong of triumph in vie Ve grg 
of the laſt enemy. It is as a new crown two, and 
put upon the head of our Redeemer Myith "I 
and a living cordial put into the handWug app. 
of mourning friends in our dyinfW,cy * 
hour, when we can take our leave Hat keep 
them with holy fortitude, rejoicing he mi 46 
the falvation of Chriſt. —No ſoone! apy in 
does he call but we are ready to ſal] us = 
ſwer with holy tranſport, * Lord, Ne ſhall ar 


in our 
of this 
rememb 
ready in 
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come; this is a bleſſing that belongs 
lo only to the watchful chriſtian. May 
re ¶ every one of us be awake to ſalvation 


ey W in our expiring moment, and partake 
ut WW of this glorious bleſſedneſs. Let us 
en W remember we have ſlept too long al- 
the 


ready in days paſt; and it is but a little 
die while that we are called to watch: we 
r0-W have worn away too much of our life 
rt0Win floth and drowſineſs; it is now 
mess high time to awake out of ſleep, for 
the Wnow is our ſalvation nearer than when 
1ev ve firſt believed: another hour or 
ovw\itwo, and the night will be at an end 
me! ith us. — Jeſus, the morning ſtar, is 
uſt appearing; what, can we not 
atch one hour? O happy ſouls, 
hat keep themſelves awake to God in 
he midſt of this dreaming world! 
appy indeed when our Lord ſhall 
0 Wall us out of theſe duſky regions, and 
rd, Ne ſhall anſwer his call with holy joy, 
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and. ſpring upward to the inheritance Wt 
of the ſaints of light! Then all the O hay 
ſeaſons. of darkneſs and lumbering UW In 
will. be finiſhed for ever; there 1s no N Ge 
want of the ſun-beam to make their 
day-light, or to irradiate that city! | Chrift 
The glory of God enlightens it with Wit 
divine ſplendors, and the Lamb is the And r. 


light thereof. Ami 
A HYMN. 
YE ſervants of the Lord, 

Each in his office wait, k 
Obſervant of his heavenly word, ies . 
And watchful at his gate. 3 | 

1 e 

Let all your lamps be bright, that | 
And trim the golden flame; 

Gird up your loms as in his ſight, , HOv 

For awful is his name. ver ou; 

3 = 
Watch, 'tis your Lord's command; | Pear her 
And while we ſpeak he's near; day cc 


Mark the firſt ſignal of his hand, 
And ready all appear. 


[ 171 ] 
iv; 

O happy ſervant he, 

In ſuch a poture found! 

He ſhall his Lord with rapture ſee, 

= Arid be with honout crown'd. 

4 v. 

Chriſt ſhall the banquet ſpread 

Wich his own royal hand, 


nel And raiſe that favourite ſervant's head 
Amidſt th' angelic band. 


2 Theſſ. i. 10. 


When he ſhall come to be gloriſied in his 
Ants, and to be admired in all them 
= that believe. 


How mean and contemptible ſo. 
rer our Lord Jeſus Chrift might ap- 
Pear heretofore on earth, yet there is 
day coming when he half make a 
Nlorious figure in the ſight of men and 
Engels, 
| 1 2 


L 179 ] 

How little ſoever the ſaints may be 
eſteemed in our day, and look poor and 
deſpicable in an ungodly world, yet 
there 1s an hour approaching when 
they ſhall be glorious beyond all ima- 
gination; and Chriſt himſelf ſhall be 
glorified in them. In that day ſhall 
the Lord our Saviour be the object of 
adoration and wonder; not only a- 


mong thoſe of the ſons of men that 


have believed on him, but before all 
the intellectual creation, and that up- 
on the account of his grace manifeſted 
in believers. What a matter of pleaſ- 
ing wonder is it, that perſons of all 
characters ſhould have been united in 
one faith, and perſuaded to truſt in the 
ſame Saviour, and embrace the ſame 
ſalvation; for ſome of all ſorts ſhall 
ſtand in that bleſſed aſſembly. Then 
it ſhall be a fruitful ſpring of wonder 
and glory, that men of various nations 


[ 173 ] 


and ages, of different tempers, capa- 


cities and intereſts, of contrary edu- 


cations, and contrary prejudices, ſhould 
believe one goſpel, and truſt in one 
deliverer from hell and death: that 
the ſprightly, the ſtudious and the 
ſtupid, the wiſe and the fooliſh, ſhould 
reliſh and rejoice 1n the ſame ſublime 
truths; not only concerning the true 
God, but alſo concerning Jeſus the 


Redeemer; that the Barbarian and 


the Roman, the Greek and the Jew, 
ſhould approve and receive the ſame 
doctrines of ſalvation, that they ſhould 
come into the ſame ſentiments in the 
matters of religion, and hve upon 
them as their only hope. It is a mat- 
ter of wonder to us now on earth, that 


the bleſſed Son of God, who is one 


with the Father, ſhould ſtoop ſo low 
as to unite himſelf to a mortal nature, 
that he ſhould become a poor deſpica- 
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ble man, and paſs through a life of 
ſufferings and ſorrows, and die an ac- 
curſed death to redeem us from guilt 
and deferyed miſery, But when we 
{hall ſee him in his native glory and 
luſtre, his acquired dignities and all 
the honours of heaven heaped upon 
him, it will raiſe aur wonder high to 
think- that ſuch a one ſhould once 
humble himſelf to the death of the 
croſs, that he might ſave our ſouls 
from dying. Then ſhall the multi- 
tude of the ſaved join in that ſong, To 
him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
our ſins in his own blood, be glory 
and dominion for ever. Worthy is 
the Lamb that was flain to receive 
power, and riches, and honour, for 
thou haſt redeemed us with thy blood 
{rom every kindred, tribe and nation. 
Chriſt ſhall be admired in that day, 
when his faints mall appear as ſo many 
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| 1 75 J 
images of his perſon, and as ſo many 
monuments of the ſucceſs of his office. 
1s the bleſſed Jeſus a great prophet, 
and the teacher of his church ? Theſe 
are the perſons that have learned his 
divine doctrines. 
the joyful ſound of his goſpel, and the 
holy truths of it are copied out in 
their hearts; theſeare the diſciples of 
his ſchool, and by his word, and by his 
ſpirit, they have been taught to know 
God and their Saviour, and they have 
been trained up in the way to eternal 
life. RS £44 12 | 

ls Jeſus a great high prieſt both of 
ſacrifice and 'interceſhon? Behold 
all theſe ſouls, an endleſs number, pu- 
rified from their defilements by the 
blood of his croſs: waſhed and made 
white in that bleſſed laver, and recon- 
ciled to God by his atoning ſacrifice. 
Behold the power of his interceſſion 
14 


They have heard 
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in ſecuring millions from the wrath of 
God, and in procuring for them every 
divine bleſſing, He hath obtained 
for each of them grace and glory. 

Is Jeſus the Lord of all things, and 
the king of this church? Behold his 
ſubjects waiting on him, a numerous 
and a loyal multitude, who have the 
laws of their king engraven on their 
ſouls; Theſe are the ſons and daugh- 
ters of Adam whom he has reſcued by 
his power from the kingdom of dark- 
neſs and the hands of the devil. He 
has guarded them from the rage of 
their malicious adverſaries in earth 
and hell, and brought them ſake 
through all difficulties to behold the 
glories of that day, and to celebrate 
the hanours of their king. 

Is he the captain of ſalvation? See 
what a bleſſed army he has liſted un- 
der his banner of love, and they have 


771 
followed him through all the dangers 
of life and time under his conduct. 


| Theſe are the choſen, the called, the 


faithful. They have ſuſtained many 
a ſharp conflict, many a dreadful bat. 
tle, and they are at laſt made more 
than conquerors through him that has 


loved them. They attribute all their 
victories to the wiſdom, the goodneſs, 
| and the power of their divine Leader, 
and even ſtand amazed at their own 


ſucceſs againſt ſuch mighty adverſa- 


ries: but they fought under the ban- 


ner, conduct, and influence of the 


Prince of Life, the King of Righte- 


ouſneſs, who is always victorious, and 
has a crown in his. hand for every 
conqueror. 

Is Jeſus the great excagle of his 
ſaints? Behold the virtues and graces 
of the Son of God copied out in all 


his followers; as he was, ſo were 
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they in this world, holy, harmleſ, 
and undefiled, and ſeparate from fin. 
nets. As he is, ſo are they glorious 
in holineſs and divinely beautiful. 
While each of them reflects the image 
of their bleffed Lord, and they appear 
as wonders to all the beholding world. 
They where unknown here on earth, 
even as Chriſt himſelf was unknown, 
This is the day appointed to reveal their 
works, and their grace. Jeſus is the 
baightneſs of his Father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon; and 
all the ſons and daughters of God ſhall 
then appear as ſo many pictures of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, drawn by the auer of 
the eternal Spirit. 

When the great appointed bei 18 
come, and Feſus ſhall return from 
heaven with a ſhout of the archangel, 
and the trump of God; when he ſhall 
call up his faints from their bed of 
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duſt and darkneſs, and make the graves 
reſign thoſe priſoners of hope; when 
they ſhall all gather together around 
their Lord, a bright and numerous ar- 
my ſhining and reflecting the ſplen- 
dors of his preſence, how will the 
judgment of fleſh and fenfe be con- 
founded at once, ad ISO with 
ſhame! 

Is this the man that was loaded with 
ſcandal, that was buffeted with fcorn, 
and ſcourged, and crucifted in the land 
of Judea? Is this the perfon that 
hung on the curſed tree, and expired 
under agonies of pain and forrow? A- 
mazing ſight! how majeftic, how di- 
vine his appearance! The Son of 
God and the King of Glory! And 
are theſe the men that were made the 
mockery of the world? that wandered 
about in ſheep ſkins and goat ſkins, in 
dens and caves of the earth? * Sut- 
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priſing appearance! How illuſtrious ! 
how full of glory! O that ſuch a me- 
ditation might awaken us to judge 
more by faith! 

O my ſoul, do I hope to make one 
in that ſplendid retinue of my'Lord? 
where every one muſt appear in robes 
of holineſs: and ſhall I ſpot my gar- 
ments with the fleſh, when I am pro- 
voked to anger and indignation ?—Let 
me ſay, doth wrath and bluſter become 
a follower, and an attendant of the 
meek and peaceful Jeſus? When! 
am tempted to pride and vanity of 
mind, will this be a beauty or a blemiſh 
to that aſſembly, that ſhines in glori- 
ous humility; or perhaps I am waver- 
ing, and ready to yield, and become a 
captive to ſome fooliſh temptation, 
But how then can I expeR a place in 
that holy triumph, which is appointed 
for none but conquerors; and how 


* Surely I come quickly,“ let every 
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ſhall I be able to look my bleſſed Ge- 
neral in the face on that day, if I prove 
a coward under his banner, and aban- 
don my profeſſion of ſtrict holineſs at 
the demand of a ſinful and threatning 
world, 

What comfort does this ſubject af- 
ford to thoſe who mourn for the diſ- 
honour of Chriſt in the world, who 
ſympathize with their bleſſed Saviour 
under all the reproaches that are caſt 
upon him and his goſpel? Bear up 
your heart, ye mourners, and ſupport 
your hopes with the promiſe of our 
Lord a little while, and ye ſhall ſee 
the Son of man fitting on the throne 
of his glory. Then ſhall your heart 
rejoice in his honour and in your own, 
and this joy no man taketh from you; 
and while he repeats this promiſe with 
with his laſt words in the Bible; 
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ſoul of us echo to the voice of our 
beloved, Amen! Even ſo come Lord 
Jeſus! 


A HYMN. 


VE heavens, with ſounds of triumph 
ring; 
Ye angels, burſt into a ſong: 
Jeſus de cends, victarious King, 
And leads his {ſhining train along. 
11. 
Ve ſaints that fleep in duſt, ariſe; 
Let joy re- animate your clay; 
Spring 0 your Saviour thro' the {kies 


round his throne your We: 


Pay. 
11. 


Then let the ſons of heaven draw ni gh, 
While to th' aſtoniſh'd boſt you tel 
How feeble mortals roſe ſo high 
From graves and worms, from fin 
and hell. | 
W.,. 
Tell them, i in accents like thee own, 
What an incarnate God could do; 
Then r e to Jefus on the throne, 
| boalt, that Jefus died for you. 


Tr 
H: 
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ur V. | 
rd Tranſported they no moxg can hear, 
Their voices catch the ſacred name; 
Harmonious to his Father's ear, 
Jefus the God, their harps proclaim, 


VI. 
* Sin hath its dire incurſions made, 
That thou might'ſt prove thy power 
to ſave; 
And death its enſigns wide diſphy'd, 
That thou might'ſt triumph o'er the 
grave. 
— 
8 Rev. xiv. 17. 
— For the great day if his wrath 
b. is come, and who ſhall be able to 
1 Stand? 
in HOW ſtrangely, O my foul, do all 


the appearances of Chriſt to ſinners, 
in the ſeveral ſeaſons and diſpenſations 
| of his grace, differ from that laſt great 
'| and folemn appearance, which to them 
5 will þe a diſpenſation of final ven- 


— — U—U—U—fZt— 


U 184 ] 
geance? He viſited the world in di- 
vine viſions ef old; even from the day 
of the fin of Adam, and it was to re. 


veal mercy to finful man; and he 
ſometimes aſſumed the majeſty of 


God, to let the world know he was 
not to be trifled with. He viſited the 
earth at his incarnation ; how lowly 
was his ſtate, how full of grace his mi- 
niſtry! yet he then gave notice of this 
day of vengeance, when he ſhould ap- 
pear in his own and his Father's glo- 
ry. He viſits the nations now with 
the word of ſalvation: he appears in 
the glaſs of his goſpel, and in the or- 
dinances of his ſanctuary, as a Saviour 
whoſe heart melts with love, and in 
the language of his tendereſt compaſ- 
ſions, and of his dying groans, he in- 
vites ſinners to be reconciled to an 
offended God: he appears as a lamb 
made a ſacrifice for ſin, and as a mini- 
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ſter of his Father's mercy, offering and 
diſtributing pardons to criminals : but 
when he viſits the world as a final 
judge, how ſolemn and illuſtrious will 
that appearance be! How terrible his 
countenance to all thoſe who have re- 
fuſed to receive him as a Saviour! 
Behold he cometh in flaming fire, 
with ten thouſand of his angels to ren- 
der vengeance to them that reſiſted 
his grace, and diſobeyed the invita- 
tions of his goſpel. —Time was when 
the Father ſent forth his Son not to 
condemn the world, but that the 
world, through him might have life; 
but the time is coming when God 
ſhall ſend him arrayed with majeſty 
and with righteous indignation, to con- 
demn the rebellious world and inflict 
upon them the pains of eternal death. 

Look forward, O my ſoul, to this 
awful and dreadful hour ; ſurvey this 
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1 86 
tremendous ſcene of confuſion when 
finners ſhall run counter to all their 
former principles and wiſhes, and paſs 
a quite different judgment upon their 
ſinful delights, from what they were 
wont to do in the days of this life of 
vanity. How great and dreadful muſt 
the diſtreſs of creatures be when they 
cannot endure to fee the face of God 
their creator? Ho terrible muſt be 
the circumſtances of the ſons of men, 
when they cannot endure to ſee the 
face of the ſon of God, but would fain 
hide themſelves from the ſight under 
rocks and mountains! How wretched 
muſt their ſtate be, who avoid the face 
of the bleſſed God with horror, which 
the holy angels ever behold with moſt 
intenſe delight; and which the ſaints 
rejoice in as their higheſt happineſs. 
It is their heaven to ſee God, and be- 
hold the glory of his Son Jeſus; but 
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this is the very hell of ſinners, in that 


dreadful hour they fly from that bleſ- 


ſed countenance, which 1s the orna- 
ment and the joy of all the holy and 
happy creation, 

And what ſhall I do, if I ſhould be 
found among this criminal number in 
that great day? If I look at the wiſ- 
dom and righteouſneſs of God, theſe 
will reflett the keeneſt rays of horror 
and anguiſh upon my ſoul; for it is 
that wiſdom, and that righteouſneſs 
that have joined to prepare the ſalva- 
tion which I have rejetted ; and there- 
fore now that righteous God ſeeth 
proper and neceſſary to puniſh me 
with everlaſting ſorrows, if I look at 
his goodneſs or his love: it is love and 
and goodneſs that I have deſpiſed and 
abuſed, and it is now changed into di- 
vine fury, I ſhall neither be able to 
bear the ſight of God or of his faireſt 
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copy, that is Jefus his Son; becauſe 1 
am ſo ſhamefully unlike them both; 
and beſides have affronted their ma- 
jeſty and deſpiſed their mercy, How 
painful and ſmarting will be the reflec. 
tion of my heart in that day, when 1 
ſhall remember that Jeſus called out 
to me from heaven by the meſſengers 
of his grace, and ſaid, Behold, behold 
me, look unto me from the ends of the 
earth, and be ſaved! But now he is 
armed with a commiſſion of ven- 
geance, and he ſtrikes terror and ex- 
quiſite pain into my ſoul with every 
frown, ſa that I ſhall wiſh to be for 
ever hid from the face of the Lamb, 
tor the great day of his wrath is come; 
and who ſhall be able to endure his 
wrath ? to ſtand before his thunder, or 
bear the lighining of this day? Alas! 
how miſerable muſt I be by an ever- 
_ laſting neceſſity, if I cannot bear the 
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countenance of my God and Chriſt, 
which is the ſpring of unchanging 
happineſs to all the ſaints and the bleſ- 
ſed angels. Oh! may I timely ſecure 
the love of my God, and gain an in- 
tereſt in the favour and ſalvation of 
the bleſſed Jeſus! Here, O Lord, at 
thy foot I lay down all the weapons 
of my former rebellions; I implore 
thy love through the intereſt of thy 
Son the great Mediator, Let me ſee 
the light of thy countenance, and the 
ſmiles of thy face; let me ſee a recon- 
ciled God, and let him tell me that 
my fins are all forgiven; then ſhall 
I not be afraid to meet the coun. 
tenance of him that fits upon the 
throne, or the Lamb, when Chriſt 
ſhall return from heaven to puniſh 
the impenitent rebels againſt divine 
grace, | 

Of what infinite importance is it to 
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ſinners to gain an humble acquaintance 
and friendſhip with the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the ſins of the world, 
that we may be able with comfort to 
behold the face of him that ſits on the 
throne in that day. Which of us has 
the courage and hardineſs to declare, I 
have no need of a Saviour? Have 
we not yet fled for refuge to Jeſus our 
only and ſufhcient hope? O how ſo- 
licitous ſhould every ſoul be in a mat- 
ter of this divine moment, this ever- 
laſting importance. 

On the other hand, how happy are 
the circumſtances of true chriſtians, in 


that day of terror? Behold the judge 


appears; he cometh in the clouds ſur- 
rounded with armies of avenging an- 
gels, the miniſters of his indignation; 
he rideth on a chariot of flaming fire, 


the earth with all its mountains melt 


like wax at the preſence of the Lord. 
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The rocks are broken, and ſhivered at 
the appearance of his majeſty; the 
tombs are thrown open, and with ter- 
rible diſmay ſhall the graves give up 
their dead. Amidſt all theſe ſcenes 
of ſurpriſe and horror, with how ſerene 
a countenance, and how peaceful a 
ſoul, do the ſaints awake from their 
beds of earth! calm and ſerene among 
all theſe confuſions, they ariſe from 
their long ſlumber, and go to meet 
their returning Saviour and friend. 
They have ſeen him in the glaſs of 
his goſpel, ſubmitted to his laws, and 
rejoiced in his grace; and they now 
delight to ſee him face to face in his 
glory, they have ſeen him veſted with 
his commiſſion of mercy, they have 
heard and received his meſſage of 
of goodneſs and love; and they cannot 
but rejoice to ſee him coming to fulfil 
his laſt promiſe. They have cheer- 
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fully ſubjefted themſelves to his go. 
vernment here on earth; they have 
followed him in paths of holineſs 
through the wilderneſs of this world, 
and what remains but that they be 
publicly acknowledged by Jeſus the 
judge of all, and follow him up to the 
place of bleſſedneſs, which he hath pre- 
pared for them. He is come, he is 
come, ſaith the ſaint, even that Lord 
Jeſus whom I have ſeen, whom I have 
known, and loved in the days of my 
mortal life; whom I have long waited 
for in the duſt of death; he is come to 
reward all my labours, to wipe away 
all my ſorrows, to finiſh my faith, and 
turn it into ſight, to fulfil all my hopes 
and his own promiſes: he is come to 
deliver me from all my enemies, and 
to bear me to the place which he has 
prepared for thoſe that love him, and 
long for his appearance, 
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O bleſſed be the God of grace, who 
hath convinced me of the ſins of na- 
ture, and the fins of my life in the 
days of my fleſh, and hath ſhewn me 
the commiſſion of mercy, in the hands 
of his Son, hath pointed me to the 
Lamb of God, and inclined me to 
follow the captain of my ſalvation 
through all the labours and dangers of 
life, I have truſted in him; I have 
loved him; I have endeavoured, 
though under many frailties, to ho- 
nour and obey him, and I can now 
behold his face without terror, while 


the mighty men of the earth tremble 


with amazement, and call to the rocks 
and mountains to hide them from his 
lace, I rejoice to ſee him in his robes 
of judgment; for he is come to pro- 
nounce ane righteous in the face of 
en and angels, and to declare me a 
ood and faithful ſervant. before the 
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whole creation, to ſet the crown of 
victory on my head, and to take me to 
heaven with him, that where he is I 
may be alſo; to behold his glory and 
to partake for ever of the bleſſings of 
his love. Amen. 


A HYMN. 


AND will the Judge deſcend, 
And muſt the dead arile? 
And not a ſingle ſoul eſcape 
His all-diſcerning Fo gs 
11. g 


And from his righteous lips 
Shall this dread ſentence ſound, 
And through the numerous guilty 
throng, 


Spread black deſpair around? 
IIf, 


Depart from me accurſed, 
To everlaſting flame, 

For rebel angels firſt prepared, 
Where mercy never came. 


0 ſhall « 
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of IV. 
to How will my heart endure 
$1 | The terrors of that day, 


Vhen earth and heaven before his 
nd face 


of F Aſtoniſhed ſhrink away? 


V. 

But e' er that trumpet ſhakes 
The manſions of the dead, 
ark from the papel cheering ſound, 
What joyful tidings ſpread! 

VI. 
e ſinners, ſeek his grace, 
Whoſe wrath ye cannot bear; 
ly to the ſhelter of his croſs, 
And find ſalvation there. 


7 VII. 

uilty Ip ſhall the curſe remove, 
By which the Saviour bled, 
nd the laſt awful day ſhall pour 
His bleſſings on our head. 
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A Soul prepared for Heaven, 


2 Cor. v. 5. 


Now he that hath wrought us for the 
Alf lame thing is God. 


SINCE we are ſinful and "guilty 
creatures in ourſelves, and have for. 
ſeited all our pretences to the favour 
of God and happineſs; we muſt be 
xeſtored to his favour; we muſt have 
our fins forgiven; we muſt be ſandti- 
fied in his ſight ; we muſt be adopted 
as the children of God, and have a 


right and title given us to the heaven. 
ly inheritance, before we can enter. 


into it or poſſeſs it: and this bleſſing 
is procured for us by the obedience 
and death of the San of God. 


But 
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But our principal inquiry at pre- 
ſent 18, what are thoſe ſteps, or gradu- 
al operations by which the bleſſed God 
works us up to this fitneſs for heaven. 
He makes us meet for the heavenly fe- 
licity, by eſtabliſhing and confirming 
our belief, that there is a heaven pro- 
vided for the ſaints; and by giving us 
ſome clearer acquaintance with the na- 
ture, the buſineſs, and the bleſſedneſs 
of this heaven. By giving them a 
full conviction and aſſurance of the 
truth of all theſe d. vine diſcoveries he 
impreſſes them upon their hearts with 
power, and makes themattend to thoſe 
divine impreſſions, Every true chriſ- 
tian has learned to ſay within himſelf, 
this celeſtial bleſſedneſs is no dream, 
is no painted viſion, or matter of un- 
certain opinion: I am aſſured of i- 
from the words of Chriſt the Son o 
God, and from his bleſſed followers 
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He that is taught of God behold 


theſe glories in the light of a divine 


faith, which is to him the ſubſtance o 
things hoped for, and the evidence 0 
things not yet ſeen. 

God works up the ſouls of his peo 
ple to a preparation for the heaven! 
ſtate, by purifying them from ever 
defilement, that might unfit them for 
the bleſſedneſs of heaven. Nothing 
that defileth muſt enter into the city of 
our God cn high. It is not only : 
conſcience purged f:om the guilt of { 

by the blood of Chriſt ; but a ſoul waſh 
ed alſo from the defiling power and 
taint of ſin by the ſanctifying Spirit 
that 1s neceſſary to make us meet fot 
the heavenly inheritance. To ſtand 
upon the borders of life, and the ve 

edge of eternity, will be dreadful tc 
thole who have given themſelves : 
looſe to criminal pleaſures, and induig 
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ed their irregular appetites and paſ- 
ſions. There is a great deal of purify- 
ing work to be done in the ſouls of all 
of us, before we can be prepared for 
the heavenly world; and though we 
cannot arrive at perfection here, yet 
we muſt be wrought up to a temper, in 
ſome meaſure, fit to enter into that 
bleſſedneſs. Happy ſouls, who feel 
themſelves more and more releaſed 
from the bonds of their iniquities day 
by day, and thereby feel within them- 
ſelves the growing evidences of ajoy- 
ful hope! // 

God does not only purify us from 
every ſin in order to prepare us for 
heaven, but he 1s ever looſening and 
weaning our hearts from all thoſe law- 
ful things in this life which are not to 
be enjoyed in heaven. The buſineſ- 
ſes, the cares and the concerns of this 
lecular life, are ready to drink up our 
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ſpirits too much; while we are here, 
we are too prone to mingle our very 
fouls with them, and thereby grow un. 
fit for heavenly felicities; and therefore 
it 18 that our Saviour has warned us; Let 
not your hearts be overcharged with 
the cares of this world, any more than 
with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, if 
you would be always ready for your 
flight to a better ſtate, and meet the 
ſummons of your Lord to paradiſe. 

The great God not only weans our 
hearts from thoſe things that are not 
to be enjoyed in heaven, but he gives 
us a holy appetite and reliſh, ſuited to 
the proviſions of the heavenly world, 
and raiſes our deſires and tendencies of 
foul toward them. By nature our 
minds are eſtranged from God, and 
from all that is divine and holy; v 
have no deſire after his love, nor de 


light in the thoughts of dwelling wit 
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God. But when divine grace has ef- 
fectually touched the heart, it ever 
tends upwards to that world of holineſs 
and peace: ſo the needle, when it is 
touched by the loadſtone, ever points 
to the beloved pole-ſtar, and ſeems un- 
ealy when 1t 1s diverted from it, nor 
will it reſt till it return thither again. 
Do the ſweet ſenſations of divine 
love make up a great part of the hea- 
venly bleſſedneſs? The ſoul is in 
ſome meaſure fitted for it, who can ſay 
with David, Lord, lift thou up upon 
me the light of thy countenance, and 
it ſhall rejoice my heart more than it 
all earthly bleſſings were multiplied 
upon me; for in thy love 1s the lite of 
my ſoul, and thy loving kindneſs is 
better than life. Whom have I 1 
heaven but thee? Neither 1s ther. 
any on earth that L deſire beſide thee 
When ſhall I have finiſhed my travel 
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through this wilderneſs, that I may ar- 
rive at my Father's houſe? O when 
ſhall the day come, when there ſhall be 
no more diſtance and eſtrangement of 
my heart from God, but I ſhall feel all 
my powers for ever near him. 

Is the ſweet ſociety of Jeſus to be 
enjoyed in the heavenly region ? 
Then thoſe are prepared for this hap- 
pineſs who feel in themſelves a deſire 
to depart and to be with Chriſt. I am 
willing and rejoice in the thought of 
it, rather to be abſent from the body, 
and to be preſent with the Lord. I 
behold in the light of faith, the dawn- 
ing glory of that day, when Jeſus ſhall 
return to our world, not to be made a 
ſacrifice for lin, but to complete our 
ſalvation; I long to behold him, and 1 
love the thought of his appearance. 

The bleſſed God is pleaſed to work 
us up to a preparation for the heavenly 


and obtained the victory; and I truſt I 
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world, by forming the temper of our 
minds into a likenels to the inhabitants 
of heaven, that is to God himſelf, to 
Chriſt Jeſus the Son of God, and to 
the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect. 
Happy ſouls! who can ſay through 
grace, I have walked in the light, as 
God is in the light, and I truſt, O 
Father, I ſhall dwell for ever with 
thee there. I have been a follower of 
the Lamb through the thorny, and 
rugged paſlages of this wilderneſs; and 
I humbly hope I ſhall fit with thee, 
O Jeſus, upon a throne glorious and 
holy! I have been a companion of 
them, who have finiſhed the chriſtian 
race, who have fought the good fight, 


ſhall have a name and a place amongſt 
all you holy ones, who have fought 
and overcome. O for a heart and a 


tongue furniſhed for ſuch appeals to 


„ 061 

all the bleſſed inhabitants of paradiſe, 
the poſſeſſors of thoſe manſions on 
high! 

Hence we learn what are the plain- 
eſt evidences of our intereſt in the 
heavenly bleſſedneſs. Are we trained 
up to it, and prepared forit? Has the 
bleſſed God wrought up our ſouls to 
any hopeful degrees of this prepara- 
tion? „Let us inquire of our ſouls, 
am I ſo fully perſuaded of this tate 
of future happineſs, as to reſolve this 
ſhall be my aim? This my everlaſt- 
ing purſuit? And have we ſet our 
faces to travel thither, with an holy 
purpoſe and determination through 
grace, never to tire or grow weary, 
till we arrive at the enjoyment of it? 
Have we fixed our hope and expecta- 
tion upon the bleſſed promiſes in the 
word? and are we by theſe endea- 


vouring to cleanſe ourſelves from all 
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defilement of fleſh and ſpirit, and to 
perfect holineſs in the fear of God? 
Do we obtain any vittories over our 
ſpiritual enemies, and maintain our 
pious conflicts againſt all the oppoſi- 
tions which we meet with in our way ? 
Do we labour to ſuppreſs every riſing 
ferment of envy, pride, wrath, ſenſu- 
ality, and thoſe corrupt appetites and 
paſſions which render us unfit for that 
holy and heavenly world? Are our 
hearts daily more mortified to the 
things of this world? Do we view 
the tempting things of this world with 
a holy indifference, and poſleſs and 
uſe them with affections ſo calm and 
ſo cool, as becomes beings that have 2 
nobler and more exalted hope? Have 
we found the labours and afflictions o] 
the preſent ſtate happy inſtruments tc 
prepare us for the bleſſedneſs above. 
by curing all our vain and carnal de 
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ſires? Have we the image of our hea. 
venly Father created anew in us? 


And do we walk as our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt walked? 
ſelves with pleaſure in the work and 
buſineſs of heaven? In the holy con- 
templation of God? In a delightful 
ſurvey of the perſon and offices of his 
Son Jeſus? Do we take pleaſure in 
converling with God, by holy addrel- 
ſes of praiſe and thankfulneſs? Do 
we love all the ſaints, and delight in 
their ſociety; and do we diffuſe our 
love through all who wear the image of 
God, and take a pleaſing ſatisfaction 
of ſoul in their increaſe of holineſs, 
and rejoice in their joys If God has 
thus fitted us for the manſions of the 
happy world, we have no need to 
ſearch for our evidences among the 
decrees of God, and to pry into the 
rolls of electing grace: for if we have 
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been transformed into a heavenly tem- 
per, our names are ſurely written in 
the Lamb's book of life. Heaven is 
begun within us, and God will fulfil 
his own work. 

What a ſolid comfort is it to poor 
mourning, troubled, afflicted ſouls, un- 
der all their ſorrows, infirmities and 
temptations here on earth, that they 
have a clear evidence of heaven with- 
in them! This is ſuch a peace as 
Chriſt left to his diſciples by legacy, 
ſuch as the world cannot give nor take 
away. //It may be, O chriſtian, thou 
art afraid thou haſt felt but little of 
this divine preparation, thou ſeeſt ſo 
many defetts in thyſelf daily, ſo much 
unlikeneſs to God, ſo much working 


of iniquity, ſo much prevalence of 


temptation, ſo much coldneſs in duty, 
and ſo many enemies to ſtruggle with 


every ſtep of thy way to heaven, that 
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thou art greatly diſcouraged and afraid 
this divine preparation is not wrought 
in thee. Inquire then yet further; 
are all theſe melancholy ſcenes both 
within and without, the matter of thy 
ſincere grief and burden? Canſt thou 
ſay in this tabernacle, I groan, being 
burdened with the body of fin, as well 
as with the frailties and pains of na- 
ture? Canſt thou ſay ſincerely, that 
thy inmoſt deſires are towards God 
and his glory in the preſent life; and 
towards his enjoyment in the world to 
come? Doſt thou maintain a con- 
ſtant converſe with heaven as well as 
thou. canſt, though it be ſo much bro- 
ken, and ſo often painfully interrupt- 
ed? Haſt thou a ſettled averſion to 
ſin, and a holy jealouſy and fear of its 
defilements? Haſt thou a reſtleſs 
breathing of ſoul after greater like- 
neſs to God, and communion with 
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him? And does thy zeal for the h. 

nour of God and his Son Jeſus, carr 
thee forth to thoſe actions which ar 
ſuitable to thy ſtation, for the advance. 
ment of religion in the world? Be 
aſſured then, that God is training thee 
up for this heavenly ſtate, and has ir 
ſome meaſure prepared thee for it 
Happy creature, whatever pains yo 
have taken, whatever conflicts you 
have endured in the matter of your 
ſalvation, yet let God and his grace 
have all the honour of this work. It 
was he who firſt awakened you, and 
ſet you a thinking of your moſt im- 
portant concerns. It was he that lec 
you firſt into the way of ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son; and: hath thus 
tar crowned your labours and your 
prayers with ſucceſs. It is he hatl 
upheld you when you were falling 

and hath enabled you to maintain yo 
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conflict with all the mighty obſtacles 


of your faith and hope. It is his grace 
hath renewed your nature, hath wean- 
ed you from this vain flaitering world, 
and given you a facred reliſh of divine 
bleſledneſs. Call up all your powers 
to praiſe his goodneſs; and ſay, Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that 1s 
within me, bleſs his holy name! It is 
God who hath taken me out of the la- 
mily of ſin and Satan, and given me a 
place among his children: who hath 
begun to prepare me for the joys of 
heaven, and in his own time he will 
fulfil all my hopes, and complete my 
telicity. Amen. L 


A HYMN. 


ALL glorious God, what hymns of 
raiſe 

Shall our tranſported voices raiſe? 

W hat flaming love and zeal are due, 

While heaven ſtands open to our 
view ? 


ue, 
Jur 
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II, 


Once we were fallen, and O how low! 


Joſt on the brink of endleſs woe; 
oom'd to an heritage in hell, 
Where ſinners all in darkneſs dwell. 


III, 


But lo, a ray of chearing light 
Scatters the horrid ras of night, 
Lo what triumphant grace 1s ſhewn, 
To ſouls impoveriſhed and undone! 


IV. 


Far, far beyond theſe mortal ſhores, 
A bright inheritance is ours; 
Where ſaints in light our coming 
wait, 
To ſhare their holy bliſsful ſtate. 
p 1 


If ready dreſs'd for heaven we ſhine, 
Thine are the robes, the crown is 


thine: 

May endleſs years their courſe pro- 
long, 

And, Thine the praiſe,” be all the 
ſong. | 
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7 


— 
On the Love of God. 


WHAT ſhall I do to become a 
lover of God? Since I know there 
is but one God, I would give up my 
whole heart to him alone; I would 
fain have him reign in my affettions 
ſupreme, and without a rival: but let 
me recollect myſelf a little, and not 
deny what God and his grace have 
wrought in my ſoul. Do I not love 
him ſincerely and above all things? 
Have I not beheld him as the firſt and 
the beſt of beings? Have I not been 
taught to ſee the vanity and emptineſs 
of all things beneath and beſides God, 
and that without him I can never ar- 
rive at true happineſs? Has he not 
the moſt tranſcendant place in my 


eſteem? Yes, O Lord, through thy 


e 
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grace, I can ſay the creatures are no- 
thing in compariſon of thee! Nor 
can any thing appear in my eyes more 
lovely and deſirable than God and his 
love. 

Again, have I not been invited and 
raiſed by thy grace, to ſome humble 
hope of thy favour? Haſt thou not 
revealed thyſelf in thy word, as a God 
condeſcending to be reconciled to ſin- 
ners? willing to be reconciled to me, 
as a God willing to make creatures 
happy, even every creature that de- 
fires to center itſelf in God, and take 
up its reſt in him? O that ſublime, 
that moſt excellent, that ſupreme be- 
ing, the holy and bleſſed God! How 
merciful! how compaſſionate ! have 
I not ſeen him in his word, deſcend- 
ing within the reach of my hope? 
And have I not rejoiced to think that 
he gives me leave to hope in him, as 
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an eternal portion for my ſoul; and 
that he holds out the arm of his love to 
receive me? May I not proceed yet 
further, O my God? Has not my 
will been drawn powerfully toward 
thee, and made choice of thee as my 
everlaſting good? Have I not turned 
my back upon creatures at thy call, 
and divided myſelf from every thing 
that I might be more nearly united to 
thee? Have I not renounced them 
all that I might be entirely the Lord's? 
Does not my ſoul with firm purpoſe 
cleave to thee as my immortal portion 
and ever during inheritance? Yet 
again, O my Lord, does not my heart 


ſometimes go out after thee, with moſt 


pleaſing ſenſations? O that I could 


ſay, it never wandered; but I humbly 
hope it will never be at reſt while ab- 
ſent from God! Sometimes like the 
needle, that is feebly touched with the 
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ſovereign influence of the loadſtone, 
it may be drawn aſide by other influ- 
ence, and it is too ready to wander 
from its beloved point: but may I not 
appeal to thee, O my God, that like 
the needle, it is ever reſtleſs till it 
point to thee again: to thee the object 
of my ſtrongeſt deſire and my ſupreme 
love. 

Are not my fleſh and ſpirit, with all 
their active powers, under the com- 
mand of this divine principle, this 
holy fire of love. Does not this hea- 
venly affettion reign in my ſoul over 
all my faculties, all my ſenſes, and all 
my paſſions? Are not all my little af- 
fairs in this world, and all my more 
important concerns regulated and go- 
verned by this holy love? Canſt 
thou bear the thought, O my ſoul, of 


acting contrary to this inward, vital 


and reigning principle? Are not all 
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iy mortal intereſts ſubdued, and de- 
oted to divine love? And all my 
nmortal intereſts united and ſummed 
pin it? Whom have I in heaven, 
Lord, but thee! and what is there on 
arth that I deſire in compariſon of 
hee! Theſe eyes of mine, whither 
hall they look but towards thee! 
What ſhall theſe hands do but the 
vork which thou appointeſt them ? 
What is there that my tongue 1s em- 
)loyed in with ſo much delight, as in 
peaking of thee, and to thee, my 
ord and my God? All that I am, 
nd all that I have 1s thine for ever! 
Am I not then a ſincere lover? Bleſſ- 
2d be the name of Jeſus the Son of 
God and my Saviour, that has deſcend- 
ed from heaven to dwell with duft and 


aſhes, that he might bring ſuch 


worthleſs wretches as we are within 
the attractive force of divine love 
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Our fins ſtood betweerr God and man 
like a wall of dreadful ſeparation: but 
by his glorious atonement he has re- 
moved the bar and made the way of 
acceſs to God free and open; that 
God and man might be united in the 
bond of perpetual love. He called 
ſinners by his own voice, and he calls 
them ſtill by the word of his goſpel, to 
partake of this privilege. O bleſſed 
Meſſenger of divine love! and he ſends 
down his own Spirit from heaven, 
where he dwells, to make us willing 
to partake of this felicity, and to draw 
our hearts nearer to God. Come, O 
divine Spirit! come, dwell in this 
heart of mine as an unchanging prin- 
ciple of holy love; guard my heart 
from all meaner allurements and in- 
fluences, while I am travelling through 
the dangerous region of this world, 
till I am arrived beyond the reach of 
3 


4 
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danger, till I reſt for ever in the bo. 
ſom of God, my ſupreme love and 
everlaſting all. 


IT is time, O my ſoul, to call thy 
thoughts away from the multitude of 
mankind, and to look carefully into 
thyſelf, There is reaſon enough for 
grief and lamentation indeed, if we ſur- 
vey the thouſands round about us, 
who are mere flaves to their earthly 
paſſions, who let them looſe among 
creatures, and ſhew very few tokens 
and evidences of a ſupreme love to 
their Creator; but would it not be 
matter of far more painful, more pene- 
trating, and inward ſorrow, if thou 
ſnouldſt hardly be able to prove thy- 
ſelf a lover to God. Awake, awake 
to the work, O my heart! inquire, 
examine and take a ſtrict account how 
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are thy paſſionate powers employed ? 
Go over thy various affeftions, and 
inquire of all of them, how ſtands thy 


love to God? Admiration is deſcrib- 


ed as the firſt of the paſſions, it ariſes 
on the notice of ſomething new and 
uncommon, but 1t never ceaſes nor is 
loſt in the comtemplation of God, 
whoſe glories areinfinite, and in whom 
the holy ſoul always finds ſomething 
new and wondrous. 

Haſt thou ſeen him, my ſoul, ſo as 
to love him? Then thy work of 
pleaſing contemplation and wonder 
will be ſtill renewed: among creatures 
we go on to admire what we love; but 
the love of the Creator will lead us to 
everlaſting admiration. Aſk thyſelf, 
haſt thou ſeen the glories and the 
graces of thy God? ſo as to wonder at 
the infinite variety of his wiſdom, the 
greatneſs of his majeſty, and the con- 
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deſcentions of his mercy. Are his 
diſplays of glory in nature and provi- 
dence, in the Bible and in the church, 
and eſpecially in his beloved Son Je- 
ſus, the matter of thy joyful medita- 
tion and high eſteem? But proceed 
now, and aſk how ſtand thy deſires and 
wiſhes? Is the favour, the preſence, 
and the enjoyment of God, the object 
of thy ſtrongeſt deſires, and of thy 
conſtant purſuit? Doſt thou long 
after a ſenſe of the pardon of ſin, the 
love of God, and a preparation to 
dwell for ever with him above all 
things beſides? Yet further inquire, 
what is thy heart's chief delight? Are 
thoſe the ſweeteſt ſeaſons of life when 
thou art brought neareſt to God in the 
temper of thy ſpirit, in the hvely 
hope of his love? and in humble con- 
verſe with him? Are the ſecret hours 
of retirement dear and delightful to 
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thee above all human ſociety? Can it 
be that ever I ſhall love God ſupreme. 
ly, and yet not find my converſe with 
him to be my ſupreme joy? 

Again, are the things that relate to 
God and eternity the objects of my 
choice and love, above and beyond 
the things that relate to men and this 
life? What value haſt thou, O my 
ſoul, for the Bible, the book of God? 
His words will be treaſured up in the 
heart, and will become the ſweet en- 
tertainment of thy ſolitary hours, if 
God himſelf has the higheſt room in 
thy affections. Let me inquire how 
ſtand my deſires towards the ſanctuary, 
toward the places and ſeaſons of divine 
worſhip? Are the courts of Zion my 
delight, becauſe the bleſſed God ma- 
nifeſts his power and glory there? 
Do I love the ſaints of God? Is the 
company of lively chriſtians refreſh. 
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ing and entertaining to. me above all 
the idle diſcourſe of the world, or the 
vain merriments, or more polite 
amuſements of the age? Do I look 
upon the children of God with a pe- 
culiar reſpect, with an eye of diſtin- 
guiſhing love? and that for this rea- 
ſon, becauſe they ſtand related to God, 
and bear his image? Do I feel a 
ſympathy with them 1n their ſorrows ? 
Do I pity and relieve from my very 
heart the poor in this world, who are 
the ſons and daughters of the mo: 
high God? and is Jeſus, the ſupreme 
Son of God, the higheſt in my eſteem 
and the deareſt to my heart? Inquire 
yet again, does thy love to God a- 
waken, and employ thy zeal and holy 
activity for his honour? Art thou 
ſolicitous to keep all his command- 
ments, and hereby maniteſt thy love! 
There 1s no evidence of the love ol 
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God can be ſufficient or ſincere if this 
be wanting- 

Doſt thou ſeek to grow more and 
more like to God? Doſt thou breathe 
earneſtly after greater conformity to 
Jeſus the firſt and brighteſt image of 
the Father? Is it a pain to thee to 
find thyſelf ſo unlike him whom thou 
loveſt ſupremely? Love will create 
likeneſs. 

Let us examine thee now, my heart, 
how ſtand thy uneaſy and painful af- 
tettions? Haſt thou a rooted hatred 
of every ſin? Doſt thou look back 
on thy own former tranſgreſſions with 
lowly ſhame and fincere ſorrow? Are 
thy fins thy heavieſt burden? Has 
thy unteigned repentance been mani- 
teſted by all the proper paſſions that 
attend a penitent ? by ſelf-abaſement 
and inward confuſion? By mourning 


in ſecret, and a holy diſplacency and 
＋ 4 
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reſentment againſt thyſelf and thy fol. 


ly? And is it a grief and pain to 
thee, to ſee and hear others tranſgreſs 
againſt thy God, and affront his law 
and his love ? | 
Seek yet further; haſt thou a watch- 
ful jealouſy over thyſelf, leſt thou wan- 
der from God? Doſt thou ſtand afar 


off from every temptation, as one 


afraid to be defiled with ſin, and diſ- 
honour thy God? Art thou cautious 
of that company, of that buſineſs, or 
that diverſion, which has before enſnar- 
ed thee, and broken thy holy inter- 
courſe with God ? 

- Aſk again, O my heart! haſt thou 
a ſubmiſſive and humble carriage un- 
der hard providences, and ſore diſap- 
pointments from the hand of God? 
Doſt thou love him ſo well as not to 
murmur at his holy conduct, nor quar- 


rel with his government? And haſt thou 


ol. 
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acquired the ſacred ſkill of ſuppreſſing 
thy wrath againſt men, by the con- 


ſtraining influence of the love of God? 


If thy love to God has done little of 
this ſervice, if it has not begun to 
make thee meek and mild, and diſpaſ- 
ſionate under afflictions from the hand 
of God, or the affronts of men, it has 
not acquired any great prevalence in 
thee, and there 1s too much reaſon to 
ſuſpett the ſincerity of it. 

Come yet farther, O my ſoul! take 
a ſtep forward, and look towards death 
and eternity. Art thou willing to 
croſs the dark valley in order to dwell 
with thy beloved ? 

I grant nature has its frailties and 
ſcars. I grant alſo, that the want of 
aſlurance of ſalvation damps the wings 
of the ſoul, which would be ſtretched 
forward to the enjoyment of God in 
the heayenly country, I would put 
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the queſtion therefore, in a gentle and 
favourable manner. Haſt thou any 
deſire to leave this ſinful world, to 
quit all thy deareſt hopes and intereſts 
here, for the ſake of dwelling with 
God on high? Suppoſe thou hadſt a 
ſteady hope of his love, and the pains 
of death were mitigated, haſt thou an 
inward breathing and tendency to- 
wards the happineſs that ariſes from 
the preſence of God? O bleſſed fouls! 
whole love is riſen to ſo tranſcendent 
a degree that they are not afraid even 
of the ſharpeſt pangs, and the terrors 
of death! they can venture with plea- 
ſure to croſs the ſwellings of Jordan, 
that they may enter into the promiſed 
land, and dwell in the city of their 
God. What is it, O my ſoul, what 
is in the word Hell that ſtrikes thee 
with ſo much horror? Ils it the 
thought of an endleſs ſeparation from 
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thy God? What is it that makes the 
name of heaven carry ſo pleaſing a 
ſound? 1s it becauſe thy God dwells 
there in his faireſt glory, and in his 
richeſt grace? The mere dread of 
hell, as a place of ſorrow and pain, 
and the deſire of heaven, as a mere 
ſtate of reſt from trouble, and of ſome | 
ſort of unknown happineſs, are no 
manner of evidences of any love to | 
God; much leſs of a ſupreme love | 
ſuch as God requires. The paſſhons 
of nature may be awakened by natural , 
ſelt-love at the views of heaven and 


hell, when ſet merely in this light; but | 


it is the hope of being for ever with 
the Lord, that is the chief allurement 
of heaven, in the eye of the faered | 
lover; and it is the eternal abfence of 
God gives hell its blackeſt colours, 
and its moſt formidable appearances. 


Haſt thou, O my ſoul, run over all thy 


i 
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paſſions in this inquiry, and what is 
the reſult of thy labours? Canſt thou 
ſtand this teſt? Art thou a lover of 
God with all thy heart? If thou find 
this divine principle reigning within 
thee, bleſs the diſtinguiſhing grace of 
God, who has kindled this heavenly 
flame within thee, and cheriſh it with 
perpetual care: ſet a guard upon eve- 
ry affettion, leſt it wander from its 
duty. O may divine love maintain 
its rightful dominion and univerſal 
ſovereignty in my ſoul! Let me keep 
God always near me, and watch againſt 
the ſeducing influences of tempting 
creatures, that I may ever preſerve the 
love of God in its ſupreme fervency, 
and its unrivaled influence. Then my 
whole nature, with all its powers, ſhall 


be thine, O my God, for ever and 
ever, Amen! 
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III. Meditation on divine Love. 
n THOUGH I have learned fo much 
f of religion as to know it does not con- 
* fiſt in vehement commotions of ani— 
h mal nature, in ſublime raptures and 
8 extacies, yet ſince the various affec- 
8 tions of fear and hope, love and ſor- 
5 row, belong to my nature, I am ſure 
b 


they ought to be engaged in ſome 
P meaſure in the ſervice of God and re- 
t ligion.— What ſhall I do, O my God, 
8 to love thee more? How ſhall L 
e kindle this divine flame? I meditate 
, on the wonders of thy nature, the ex- | 
4 tent of thy goodneſs, and the riches | 
1 of thy mercy, and yet how little do I | 
love thee! I renew the ſweet variety 

of bleſſings that I have received from 

thy hand in this life, and the ſurpriſ- 
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ing tranſactions of thy condeſcending 
grace, which relate to the life to 
come; and yet how little do I love 
thee! I behold Jeſus thy Son, ſent 
out of thy own boſom, to take fleſh 
and blood, and to dwell among ſin- 
ners, even Jeſus the Son of thy high- 
eſt love, ſent down to earth, to be 
made a ſacrifice, and to die for ſuch 
guilty wretches as I am. An amazing 
inſtance of thy love to us, and yet how 
little do I love thee! I wander in 
meditation through the various fields 
of nature and grace, and methinks I 
ſee my God in all of them diffuſing 
the unbounded riches of his wiſdom 
and love through them all. I endea- 
vour to take my warmeſt paſſions with 
me while I rove among the unknown 
ſcenes of thy power and goodneſs ; and 
yet, O my God, after all I am forced 
to confeſs how exceeding little it is, 
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that I love thee! Lord, it is thy own 
work to turn a heart of ſtone into fleſh; 

to make it feel all the tender impreſ- 

ſions of divine love, and to kindle the 

celeſtial principle of life and love 
within me. Come down from on 
high, thou ſovereign of all nature, 

come down into my heart, take poſ- 
ſeſſion of it for thyſelf, and let it ever 
burn, and breathe towards thee, and 
ſend up the perpetual incenſe of holy 
deſire and love. O may all the tempt- 
ing trifles and vain delights of this life 
ſtand aloof from my heart, for I have 
devoted it to God for an habitation,— 
Keep your diſtance, ye dangerous crea- 
tures, from the gates of this temple, 
where my God dwells, There let him 
dwell alone, and reign over * my 


powers for ever. 


I would ſeek after my Cod in his 


* 
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public ordinances; I would ſeek alter ſo! 
him daily in my ſecret retirements; I hay 
would give my pious paſſions a greater hay 
looſe where no eye beholds me, where I h 
no ear can take notice of me. O may ] 
theſe retiring hours be the ſpecial ſea- WO] 
ſons for the lively exerciſe, and the wit 
increaſe of my devout affections. are 
There I can tell my God all my heart affe 
in private groans and private rejoic- and 
ings; he ſhall know what my ſighs ed: 
mean, what are my fears and my pain- hol 
ful ſorrows. There I can bluſh before be e 
him for my ſecret ſins, and open the find 
floods of holy mourning. There I can wit] 
pour out into his ear my bitter com- vaſt 
plaints of the riſing corruptions of my Ag: 
heart. I can lament over the vanity ries 
of my thoughts, and ſpread my un- wiſe 
known temptations before his eyes, I able 
can lay myſelf low at his feet in the upo 


duſt, and tell him with humble confu- leſs 
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ſion of face and ſoul, how much I 
have received from him, how much I 
have done againſt him, and how little 
I have loved him. 

In order to carry on this happy 
work, I am directed to converſe much 
with thoſe parts of chriſtianity which 
are ſuited to raiſe the moſt ſprightly 
affections. I have done it, O Lord, 
and yet I feel my heart too little warm- 
ed and raiſed. But I would repeat the 
holy work, it 1s all duty, and it ſhould 
be all delight. I would repeat it till I 
find the ſacred fire kindle and glow 
within, I would run over again that 
vaſt and extenſive field of wonder. 
Again, let me ſurvey the ſublime glo- 
ries of thy majeſty, thy power, thy 
wiſdom, thy goodneſs, all-unſearch- 
able, and all-infinite. I would dwell 
upon them till I am loſt in this bound- 
leſs ocean of Godhead, and ſwallowed 
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up in adoration and wonder, , Then 
would I recal my paſt days of life, and 
bring paſt years back to my remem- 
brance; with a ſacred ſolemnity would 
I revolve in my heart the mul.- 
titude of my tranſgreſſions, and the 
multitude of divine mercies; till my 
ſoul be melted into repentance and 
love. There is an unknown pleaſure 
in the tears of pious love and holy 
mourning. I would read the aſto- 
niſhing hiſtory of the love of Chriſt, 
and trace the divine path of it down 
from his Father's boſom to his flate of 
infancy, to the manger and the ſtable at 
Bethlehem. I would follow this gold- 
en track of love through the weak- 
neſſes, the fatigues and ſorrows of a 
life of poverty and reproach. I would 
trace 1t on the midnight mountains of 
prayer, and through the ſolitary wilder- 
neſs, the ſtage of his fore temptation. 
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I follow the ſhining thread of this un- 
wearied love, till it brought him to 
ſuſtain unknown” agonies in the gar- 
den, and nailed him to the curſed tree. 
I behold him there groaning and ex- 
piring under the weight of my fins. 
Amazing ſpectacle! What will a- 
waken devout paſſion, if ſuch varied 
ſcenes of divine love and divine ſor- 
row cannot do it? Let me borrow 
thoſe bleſſed patterns of warm and liv- 
ing devotion, which David has left us, 
and tune the ſongs of Zion to the 
name of Jeſus; the ſweeteſt ſongs, 
and the ſweeteſt name will happily 
unite, to increaſe the divine harmony. 
O tor the return of the ſame ſpirit that 
gave the foul and the harp of David 


theſe ſacred and immortal elevations! -- 


When I find a divine influence reach- 
ing my heart, and raiſing a devout 


paſſion there, I would hold faſt, and 


L 2961 
cheriſh the heavenly ſun- beam, till I 
feel the holy warmth diffuſed through 
all my powers. Nor would I willingly 
ſuffer the tides of buſineſs or care in 
this world to quench the ſpark which 
was kindled from above. 

I would keep up the ſavour of di- 
vine things among the common affairs 
of this like: a preſent God in the midſt 
of the labours of this world will ſweeten 
and ſanctify them all, and bring hea- 
ven down to earth. Suffer me not, O 
my God, to bury all my religion with- 
in me; let my tongue communicate 
ſome of the wonders of thy mercy, and 
be the lively inſtrument of thy praiſe, 
Give courage and wiſdom, that I may 
know how, and when to dirett vain 
diſcourſe, and may dare to ſpeak for 
God.—O when ſhall the time be that 
they which fear the Lord ſhall ſpeak 
often one to another, and warm each 
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others hearts with heavenly converſa- 
tion. With all our pious endeavours, 
let us join our efforts of importunate 
requeſts, for the return of the quick- 
ening ſpirit and his vital influences. — 
O that I might live much in the faith 
of unſeen things, and ſet myſelf con- 
tinually as on the borders of death! 
Turn aſide the vail, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
that I may look into the unſeen world, 
or give the eyes of my faith vigour 
enough to pierce through the vail, and 
ſee my God and my Saviour ! and may 
this bleſſed fight make a divine im- 
preſſion upon all the powers of my 
nature, ſuch as may awaken every vi- 
gorous and pleaſing paſhon of the 
heart; ſuch as may engage me to 
keep my hopes always awake, my evi- 
dences for heaven unſpotted, and my 
deſires ever breathing toward thy pre- 
ſence, my Saviour and my God! If 
my pious paſſions were in their warm- 
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Eſt exerciſe, I ſhould be ever ready to 
obey the divine order for my removal 
hence: I ſhould receive the meſſenger 
death with a ſmile on my countenance, 
and follow the angel with a cheerful 
ſtep, while he leads me away from a 
world of ſin, ſorrow and darkneſs, to 
the regions of life and joy. 

O happy country, where ſorrow and 
ſin have no place! There are no 
gloomy hours, no chilling blaſts, no 
cold and cloudy ſeaſons: there no 
damp ſhall hang upon the wing of my 
devout affettion: no water ſhall ever 
quench the fervour of them, There 
I ſhall be for ever aſcending nearer to 
God, the center of my ſoul, and all my 
motions will be ſwifter too. Then 


ſhall I complain no longer of abſence 
and diſtance, nor feel any more eclipſe 
of the face of my God: but I ſhall be 
perpetually receiving a full efflux of 
light and love from the eternal ſun of 
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grace and glory, Come, my ſoul, 
rouſe thyſelf from thy dull and lethar- 
gic temper, ſhake off the duſt of this 
earth, that hangs heavy upon thy better 
powers. Haſt thou not been long 
weary of ſuch cold and frozen devo- 
tion as is practiſed in this earthly 
ſtate? Haſt thou not long complained 
of loving thy God ſo little, and of taſt- 
ing ſo little of his love? Come, raiſe 


+ thyſelf above theſe dull and deſpicable 


ſcenes of fleſh and ſenſe, above all that 
1s not immortal. Lift up thy head 
with cheerfulneſs and eager hope, look 
out with longing eyes beyond the ſha- 
dowy regions of death, and ſalute the 
dawning of thy eternal day. Stretch 
out thy arms of intenſe deſire, and 
ſend a flight of devout wiſhes acroſs 
the dark valley, to meet the approach- 
ing joys of immortality, Amen. 
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A HYMN. 


HAPPY the heart where graces reign, 
Where love inſpires the breaſt; 
Love is the brighteſt of the train, 
And quickens all the reſt. 
II, 
Knowledge, alas! tis all in vain, 
And all in vain our fear; 
Our ſtubborn ſins will fight and reign, 
If love be abſent there. 
111. 
*Tis love that makes our cheerful feet 
In ſwift obedience move; 
The devils know, and tremble too, 
But Satan cannot loye. 
IV. 
Before we quite forſake this clay, 
Or leave this dark abode: 
The wings of love bear us away, 
To ſee our ſmiling God. 
V. 0 
This is the grace that lives and ſings, 
When faith and hope ſhall ceaſe, 
Tis this ſhall ſtrike our joyful ſtrings, 
In the ſweet realms ot bliſs, 
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